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I. INTRODUCTION

The complex behavior of a large variety of systems can be often ascribed to the competition of many quasi-

optimal equilibria. In these cases metastability deeply affects both the structural and dynamical properties.

Glasses are the prototype of such systems, with glassy behavior arising not only in condensed matter but also

in a wide variety of fields ranging from optimization to computer science.

In these lectures I will introduce different kinds of glassy systems and I will describe their fundamental

similarities, which emerge from their statistical description. Then I will focus on a representative model, the

random perceptron, and I will discuss the main techniques that can be used to solve it.

These techniques provide a versatile theoretical toolbox that can be applied to several problems such as for

example the physics of the jamming transition, its interpretation in the context of constraint satisfaction, as

well as the design of new efficient algorithms to solve statistical problems.

The plan of these lectures is the following. In the first section I will discuss the similarities between basically

two classes of glassy systems: structural glasses and constraint satisfaction problems. I will first describe

qualitatively what are glasses and how they form. In order to do that I will focus on the simplest structural

glass model given by hard spheres. Then I will introduce one of the theories that aim at explaining the glass

transition and I will discuss that it becomes exact in the limit of infinite dimension. I will describe a set of

phase diagrams and physical observables that can be used to characterize the glass transition. Then I will

discuss a prototypical constraint satisfaction problem, the random coloring problem and I will show what is its

phase diagram underlying the similarities and differences with hard spheres. Finally I will introduce a simplified

model, the random perceptron, as a tradeoff between hard spheres and constraint satisfaction problems.
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FIG. 1: The deformation of a solid of linear size L. γ is defined as the amount of deformation induced by the stress σ.

The remaining section are devoted to the study of the random perceptron as a paradigm of glassy systems.

II. WHAT IS A GLASS

Glasses are special kinds of solids that do not posses crystalline order. What defines a solid is its way of

responding to external perturbations. Indeed, unlike for liquids, in order to deform a solid one needs to apply

a force (see fig. (1)).

However at the microscopic length scale glasses are disordered structures. Indeed looking at how the atoms

or molecules are organized in space one can distinguish two classes of solids1:

• crystalline solids: the elementary degrees of freedom (atoms or molecules) are organized in a regular

lattice. This can be usually studied using group theory and the physics of crystals can be understood in

terms of perturbations or deformations of this underlying regular structure.

• amorphous solids: the elementary degrees of freedom are positioned at random in space in the sense that

there is no evident underlying order that can be seen from a snapshot of the microscopic configurations.

In particular two typical configurations of the same system, one in the liquid phase and another one in

the amorphous solid phase, look practically indistinguishable.

It is clear that in crystalline solids symmetry is crucial and many properties of the system can be obtained

from that. Instead, amorphous solids are intrinsically disordered and it is not clear which is the right way to

describe them.

A. Basic phenomenology of the glass transition

In order to understand the physics of amorphous solids we briefly describe how they form using a simple glass

former: hard spheres.

1 Here we will not speak about quasi-crystals. The interested reader can look at [1].
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We take a system of N hard spheres of diameter D in d dimensions in a volume V [2, 3]. The hard sphere

pairwise potential is zero unless the spheres overlap. In the latter case it is infinity thus prohibiting spheres to

overlap. Since the spheres must be non overlapping, one can consider the fraction of space occupied by them

that is called the packing fraction. If ρ = N/V is the density of spheres and Vd(D) is the volume of a sphere

with diameter D, the packing fraction is ϕ = ρVd. The packing fraction is a control parameter and by changing

it one can drive the system towards different phase transitions as we will show below.

Let us consider the dynamics of a gas of hard spheres starting from an intial configuration at low packing

fraction. In this case it is very easy to find a configuration of non overlapping spheres. Starting from that, we

can initialize their velocities extracting them from a Maxwell distribution at a given temperature T . Note that

because of the hard sphere potential, in this case the temperature is irrelevant and it gives only a time scale for

particle collisions. In other words, there is only kinetic energy since the potential energy is always zero.2

Given the velocities we can run the Newton’s equation of motion. According to this, particles move at

constant velocity unless they collide. The result of an elastic collision can be computed from momentum and

energy conservation [4]. This dynamical algorithm is called molecular dynamics and it really simulates the real

dynamics of a hard sphere gas.

Starting from a low density configuration, we can consider what happens upon compression. This can be

obtained either by reducing the volume accessible to the system or by increasing the diameter of the particles.

In both cases one can introduce a compression rate γ that is the rate at which either the volume accessible to

the system is reduced or the radius of the spheres is increased. The evolution of the system depends crucially

on the compression rate.

1. Adiabatic compression and crystallization

Let us first consider what happens for γ → 0 in d = 3. In this case the system is compressed adiabatically

and therefore one expects that it will follow the equilibrium equation of state. In order to describe it one can

introduce the pressure. This is given in terms of the momentum transferred by the particles colliding with the

walls in which the system is contained. Since the pressure is clearly proportional to the temperature (being

T just a timescale for collisions) one usually defines a reduced pressure as p(ϕ) = Pβ/ρ where P is the actual

pressure and β = 1/T .

Starting from a small packing fraction, the pressure increases up to when the system undergoes a first order

transition toward a crystalline state organized around a face centered cubic (FCC) lattice. This happens at the

freezing packing fraction ϕf where the system jumps to a crystalline state with a packing fraction ϕm.

In the crystalline state, on a first approximation, the spheres just vibrate around the nodes of the crystalline

lattice. Upon compression, the amplitude of vibrations is reduced up to a point where the system jams into

a perfect FCC crystalline lattice packing. At this point the reduced pressure diverges: the system cannot be

compressed further because the spheres cannot overlap.

This is what happens for γ → 0 in sufficiently low dimensions (d = 2, 3). In higher dimensions, the situation

is expected to be similar but we know the densest lattice packings only in few other examples (d = 8, 24) [5, 6].

In particular it is not clear if in the d→∞ limit there is a crystallization transition and what is the density of

2 Hard Spheres are models for colloidal suspensions or granular materials. For these systems temperature is irrelevant because the
interaction potential is very singular. However for more general systems like molecular glasses, for which the interaction potential
between the degrees of freedom is a smooth function, temperature plays a central role and is an additional control parameter.
We call these systems thermal glasses.
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FIG. 2: The phenomenological phase diagram of hard spheres under compression (a sketchy reproduction of the one

contained in [2].). ϕf and ϕm are respectively the freezing and melting packing fraction of the crystalline state. ϕc is

the packing fraction of the corresponding crystalline jammed structure. ϕ
(1)
g ≡ ϕg(γ1) is the glass transition point of

the system when compressed with compression rate γ1. ϕ
(1)
J is the jamming packing fraction of the glass in which the

system has fallen at ϕ
(1)
g . ϕ

(2)
g and ϕ

(2)
J are the same quantities obtained for γ2 < γ1.

the densest packing [7–9]. In Fig. (2) we represent the equilibrium equation of state with a solid black curve.

2. Finite compression rate and vitrification

The situation changes when the compression rate γ is kept finite. In this case, for sufficiently fast compression

rates3 one can avoid the crystallization transition and the system enters in a metastable phase that is called

supercooled 4. This is represented by the solid red curve in Fig. (2).

Along the compression protocol one can measure the relaxation time of the system in the following way. One

can define the dynamical Mean Square Displacement (MSD) as

∆(t) =
1

N

N∑

i=1

|xi(t)− xi(0)|2 . (1)

Here xi(t) is the position of particle i at a given time t. The MSD is a measure of similarity between the

configuration at time zero and the one reached at time t; it is equal to zero if the two configurations are the

same.

3 Here we do not enter into the details of how fast should be the compression rate [2, 10]. This in fact depends on the nucleation
process of the underlying crystal and depends strongly on the dimension. In particular, going to higher dimension decreases the
minimal compression rate needed to avoid crystallization since, heuristically, the crystalline structure becomes more difficult to
find due to the dimensionality bottleneck.

4 This terminology comes from thermal glasses where the system comes from a high temperature liquid phase and enters in a
metastable supercooled phase when it is cooled sufficiently fast thus avoiding the crystallization transition.
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FIG. 3: The behavior of the MSD at different packing fractions. (a) At low packing fractions the MSD has a first ballistic

increase and the a diffusive one. (b) Deep in the supercooled region the ballistic and diffusive regime are separated by a

plateau whose length increases exponentially when the packing fraction increases.

At sufficiently low density in the supercooled phase the shape of the MSD is the one reported in Fig. 3.a.

For short times it has a ballistic regime where ∆(t) ∼ t2. This is due to the fact that if the time window t is

sufficiently small, particles move freely since they did not have time to collide. The ballistic regime is followed

by a diffusive one where the the motion of particles is deeply affected by collisions. In this regime ∆(t) ∼ t.

The relaxation time τα can be seen roughly as how long it takes for the system to reach the diffusive regime.

Upon compression, in the supercooled phase the MSD starts to develop a plateau as depicted in Fig. (3.b)

Deep in the supercooled regime, the relaxation time increases of several orders of magnitude upon compression.

Typically, this increase is so large that a possible fit of the behavior of τα when changing the packing fraction

would be τα ∼ exp
(
A/|φ− φ∗|δ

)
for some constants φ∗, A and δ [11]. Practically, at a packing fraction ϕg the

relaxation time becomes so large that the system does not relax on simulation time scales. This is the glass

transition point. The system is frozen into an amorphous solid, an hard sphere glass, and is not able to relax

to the metastable supercooled liquid phase.

The glass transition point ϕg depends on the compression rate γ. For γ1 < γ2 one has ϕg(γ1) > ϕg(γ2). In

Fig. (2) we display two glass transition points for two different compression rates.

Once the system is frozen into a glass, when further compressed, its equation of state leaves the one of the

supercooled liquid. In Fig. (2) we show the equation of state of two different glasses prepared with two different

compression rates. Upon compression, at ϕ̂J(γ) these hard sphere glasses undergo a jamming transition where

the pressure diverges since the spheres get in touch forming a rigid network of contacts.

Jammed packings of hard spheres have been shown to share universal features [2, 3, 12–16]. First of all one

can focus on the network of contacts between spheres. It can be shown that the average connectivity z of this

network is z = 2d. This property is called isostaticity and ensures the mechanical stability of the packings.

Furthermore one can properly define a network of forces between spheres that are in contact. It can be shown

that the distribution of contact forces P (f) follows a power law behavior

P (f) ∼ fθ f → 0 . (2)

In an analogous way one can measure the statistics of gaps between spheres that are not in contact. The gap

between two spheres of diameter D at positions xi and xj is defined as

hij = |xi − xj | −D (3)
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and it is found that the distribution of gaps has a power law behavior

g(h) ∼ h−γJ h→ 0+ . (4)

As we will discuss in the following sections, these critical exponents reflect the fact that amorphous jammed

packings are marginally stable.

3. The glass transition problem

The glass transition problem can be summarized as follows: what are the mechanisms that drive the freezing

of the supercooled liquid into the glass? As we have said, the glass phase is apparently as much amorphous or

disordered as the supercooled liquid one, and therefore no simple symmetry breaking line of reasoning can be

employed to understand this phenomenon. Many theories have been proposed to tackle this problem [17, 18].

Instead of reviewing them in these notes I will rather focus on a particular one that is called the Random first

order transition theory [19–22]. The reason for this is that the scenario emerging from this theory is realized in

the limit in which the dimension is sent to infinity and structural glass models can be exactly solved.

According to this picture, sufficiently deep in the supercooled region the phase space gets clustered in a large

number of metastable states, that are what we call glasses. In finite dimensions these amorphous structures

have a finite, albeit very long, lifetime. Deep in the supercooled liquid phase, the dynamical relaxation can be

thought as a set of jumps from one metastable state to another. These jumps are well separated in time and

between them the system relaxes inside the metastable states exploring them in an ergodic fashion. Compressing

(or cooling) the system the lifetime of metastable visited increase in an exponential way eventually diverging

at thermodynamic transition known as the Kauzmann transition point [23].

In infinite dimension these glassy states have infinite lifetime and therefore can be studied using static tools

[10, 24].

B. The infinite dimensional solution of the hard sphere model

The theory of amorphous states of hard spheres can be exaclty solved in the infinite dimensional limit [25–

30]. Although I will not describe it I will present the emerging phase diagram that can be obtained. This is

represented in Fig. (4). On the x-axis there is the scaled packing fraction that is defined as ϕ̂ = 2dϕ/d and

on the y-axis there is the inverse of the scaled reduced pressure p̂ = p/d. The red line is again the equilibrium

supercooled liquid line. Note that there is no first order phase transition to any crystal. This is due to the fact

that in large dimensions we do not know the crystal structure and therefore we do not know where the crystal

appears.

Upon compression the dynamical MSD develops a two step relaxation as in Fig. (3.b) [31]. However in

this case the relaxation time τα diverges with a power law at a well defined scaled packing fraction ϕ̂d as

τα ∼ |ϕ̂− ϕ̂d|−γMCT with an exponent γMCT that can be computed analytically [26]. At ϕ̂d the system develops

an extremely large number of glassy states. If the initial condition for the dynamical evolution is a typical

configuration of one of such glassy states, the system will stay trapped there forever5. In particular the long

5 This statement can be made precise. If we take first the thermodynamic limit N → ∞ and then we take the long time limit, the
system will never escape from the glass state. Instead if we take first the long time limit and only after the N → ∞ limit, the
system will be able to escape from the state.
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FIG. 4: a) The phase diagram of hard spheres in infinite dimension (from [3, 27, 28]). ϕ̂d, ϕ̂K and ϕ̂GCP are respectively

the dynamical, Kauzmann and Glass close packing transition point. The red line is the equation of state of the supercooled

liquid. The dashed line is the equation of state of a given glass of hard spheres upon compression. b) The configurational

entropy as a function of the packing fraction (from [2, 3]).

time limit of the MSD is finite

lim
t→∞

∆(t) = ∆EA <∞ . (5)

This means that the spheres are blocked inside local cages formed by the surrounding ones and vibrate inside

this amorphous structure. This is summarized in Fig. (5). The phase transition that happens at ϕ̂d is an

ergodicity breaking point. It is called dynamical transition in the context of spin glasses and Mode-Coupling

transition in the context of structural glasses [32].

In order to understand better what happens at ϕ̂d one can look at the phase space accessible to the dynamics.

In the supercooled phase, particles can diffuse and can explore the whole phase space and therefore the dynamics

is ergodic. At ϕ̂d the phase space gets clustered into an exponential number of glassy states. These are portions

of phase space that are mutually inaccessible one from the other. If the initial configuration of the dynamics

is inside one of these states, the system will never reach configurations that are typical of other glassy states.

From the thermodynamic point of view nothing happens at ϕ̂d. The free energy is analytic and therefore there

is no thermodynamical phase transition.

The number of glassy states that appear at ϕ̂d is exponential in the system size and therefore one can associate

an entropy to them [33]. This is given by

Σ = lim
N→∞

1

N
lnN (6)

being N the number of glassy states. The quantity Σ is called configurational entropy. Its shape as a function

of the scaled packing fraction is shown in Fig. (4.b). It is maximal at ϕ̂d and decreases upon increasing the

packing fraction.

When ϕ̂→ ϕ̂K the configurational entropy vanishes. This is called the Kauzmann transition point. For d→∞
one has that ϕ̂K ∼ ln d. Unlike for the dynamical transition, the Kauzmann point is a true thermodynamic

phase transition that is of the Random First order type [18].

Compressing adiabatically the system beyond the Kauzmann transition point, the system leaves the super-

cooled equation of state and remains frozen into an ideal glass state. Compressing further, the ideal glass jams
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FIG. 5: The mean field dynamical transition for hard spheres seen in terms of phase space, mean square displacement

and real space. (From [3])

at the so called Glass Close Packing point. This represent the densest amorphous structure. Note that since

ϕ̂K ∼ ln d, ϕ̂GCP ∼ ln d too.

If we neglect the eventual crystalline jammed packing that can be formed, ϕ̂GCP represent a satisfiability

transition point. For ϕ̂ > ϕ̂GCP no amorphous packing of non overlapping spheres can be found. We underline

here that the satisfiability threshold is in the glass phase.

Instead of looking at what happens below the Kauzmann transition point one could see what happens to glass

states when they are compressed. If we assume that our compression rate is finite, the system will not be able

to escape from the glass state and the evolution will leave the equilibrium supercooled liquid line. This is the

dashed line represented in Fig. 4a. What happens upon compression is that at some point there is a new phase

transition that is called the Gardner transition where the system enters in a so called marginally stable phase.

We will see what this means in the following. Then, compressing further, the system will jam. The properties

of amorphous jammed packings in large dimensions can be also computed exactly and one can show first that

theyare isostatic at jamming, and, second, that they are critical. The computation of the critical exponents

of the force and gap distributions can be also done and we will review it in a simplified model for jamming.

However we stress here that the jamming transition within a glass state can be seen as a satisfiability threshold

transition within that state.

C. The glassy phase of constraint satisfaction problems

We want now to discuss another class of glassy systems, namely constraint satisfaction problems [34]. A

constraint satisfaction problem (CSP) can be defined in the following way [35].
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Consider a set of N variables X = {xi}, with i = 1, . . . , N , taking values in a given set S, and a set of M

constraints, labelled by the index α = 1, . . .M . Each constraint α involves a certain number of variables kα
that we call Xα = {x(α)1 , . . . , x

(α)
kα
}. Furthermore we call kα the connectivity of the constraint α and Sα the set

of all possible values that can be taken by Xα. A constraint α can be defined as a binary function

ψα : Sα → {0, 1} . (7)

We say that if ψα(Xα) = 1 the constraint α is satisfied by the assignment Xα otherwise ψα(Xα) = 0.

Therefore a general constraint satisfaction problem can be summarized in finding a configuration (or the set

of configurations) that satisfy the following global constraint

1 =

M∏

α=1

ψα(Xα) . (8)

The network of variables entering in the constraints can be visualized in a so called factor graph. This is

represented in Fig. (6) where each circle represents a variable while each square denotes a constraint. The

variables are connected to the constraints in which they enter.

FIG. 6: A factor graph. The circles represent variables, while the squares denote the constraints.

An instance of a CSP can be specified by giving:

• The set S in which the variables X take values;

• The nature of the constraints;

• The factor graph: this specifies all the connectivities kα and the sets Xα.

Given a CSP one can ask different questions. For example [35]:

• Decision: understand whether a CSP admits solutions or not;

• Sampling: if the CSP admits solutions, find one;

• Optimization: Finding the minimal number of violated constraints.

In particular one would like to know how many solutions a given CSP has. This is given by

Z =
∑

X

M∏

α=1

ψα(Xα) . (9)
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1. Random constraint satisfaction problems

In computational complexity theory [36], CSPs can be classified according to their difficulty. However it is

clear that the notion of the difficulty of a CSP strictly depends on the particular instance of the problem. For

example one can imagine to formulate a CSP with zero constraints. This trivially admits as many solutions as

the volume of S. Therefore the notion of computational complexity strictly relies on some particular instance

of a given CSP.

In computer science one is typically interested in the so called worst case: given a CSP one wants to understand

how difficult is the most difficult instance taken from a given set of CSPs.

However one can imagine to define a probability measure on the instances of a given class of CSPs. For

example one can throw at random the factor graph. In this case it is clear that one could be more interested in

the typical case.

These random CSPs can be treated with means of statistical physics. In particular, if the probability measure

over the instances of the CSPs has some particular features, one can use tools from spin glasses to compute

the phase diagram of random CSPs [34, 37–42]. Here we will not review how CSPs can be solved in the most

general case. For the moment we will limit ourselves to describe the phase diagram emerging from a given CSP,

the random coloring problem, and we will argue that this is very close to hard spheres. Then we will introduce

a particular CSP, the random perceptron and we will solve it using different techniques.

2. Discrete variables: the random coloring problem

The random coloring problem can be defined as follows. Each variable xi = {1, . . . , q} can take only q possible

values, the colors. Moreover, in this case a constraint α depends only on two variables and therefore kα = 2 for

all α. Denoting with x
(α)
1 and x

(2)
2 the two variables entering in the constraint α, this can be written as

ψα(Xα) ≡ ψα(x
(α)
1 , x

(α)
2 ) = 1− δ

x
(α)
1 ,x

(α)
2

(10)

which means that the two variables entering in α must have different colors. Given the variables and the nature

of the constraints we have to characterize the factor graph in order to completely specify the CSP. There are

two classes of factor graphs that can be solved analytically:

• Erdös-Renyi random graphs: each of the M constraints α is defined by extracting at random with

a flat measure a couple of variables from the
(
N
2

)
possible distinct couples. It can be shown that when

N,M → ∞ with M/N = α̃, the connectivity of each variable c is a random variable with Poisson

distribution of average c = 2α̃.

• Regular random graphs: each variable enters in exactly c constraints and therefore the connectivity of

the variable nodes of the factor graph is fixed. A factor graph is extracted with a uniform measure over

all the factor graphs that satisfy this property. In this case we have that 2M = cN and therefore α̃ = c/2.

Once an ensemble of factor graphs is chosen, the random coloring problem becomes well defined. The phase

diagram of this CSP depends only on two independent control parameters that are the number of colors q and

the connectivity c. Having fixed the number of colors, one can ask if a typical CSP with at a given connectivity

c is satisfiable (SAT) or not (UNSAT), which means if that problem admits an assignment of X that satisfies all

the constraints. One can expect that for small values of c, there are very few constraints and a typical instance

is SAT. Conversely, increasing the connectivity, it becomes harder to find a SAT assignment. Given a factor

graph G with average connectivity cG one can ask for the probability that a SAT assignment exists. Let us
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FIG. 7: a) The phase diagram of the coloring problem. Td(c) is the dynamical transition line where the Monte Carlo

algorithm fails to equilibrate. At TK(c) there is a static transition where the complexity of glassy states goes to zero.

This is the Kauzmann transition point and the equilibrium measure has a phase transition. These pictures are sketches

taken from [44].

call this probability P. It turns out that for N →∞, the probability P is a function of c. Moreover there is a

precise point, that is called the satisfiability threshold cs such that

P(c) =

{
1 c < cs

0 c > cs .
(11)

In order to understand how the space of solutions of the random coloring looks like in the SAT region, for

c < cs one can imagine to design an algorithm to find them. In order to do so, we can recast this problem in a

statistical physics setting.

We define an energy function that depends on the configuration X of the variable nodes of the factor graph.

The energy is defined as follows:

E(X) =

M∑

α=1

(1− ψα(Xα)) =

M∑

α=1

δ
x
(α)
i ,x

(α)
j
≡
∑

〈i,j〉
δxi,xj (12)

where the sum over 〈i, j〉 runs over all couples that enter in the constraints. This energy function just counts

the number of unsatisfied constraints. It is clear that it is nothing else than the energy function of an antifer-

romagnetic Potts model [43] defined on a random graph. A SAT assignment of the CSP is equivalent to a zero

energy configuration of the corresponding Potts model and therefore is a zero energy ground state.

In order to find the ground state one can imagine to set up a simulated annealing algorithm. From now on

we will consider a random coloring problem with q ≥ 4 6. We introduce a temperature T and we run a Monte

Carlo (MC) dynamics starting from T =∞. Then we start to cool the system slightly changing the temperature

ideally with an infinitesimal cooling rate. It turns out that only if T > Td(c) the Monte Carlo algorithm is able

to equilibrate. Instead below Td(c) the dynamics gets stuck. In the connectivity vs temperature phase diagram,

one can trace a line Td(c) where this happens and this is plotted in Fig. 7.

The zero temperature limit of this phase diagram tells us what happens to the space of solutions of the

random coloring problem.

6 For q < 4 the phase diagram is different and we will not discuss it here.
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For c < cd the space of solutions form a unique cluster. This means that if we start from a solution of the

model, then local search algorithms are able to explore the whole space of solutions. Their dynamics is exploring

ergodically all the solutions.

At cd instead the space of solutions splits into a large number of clusters. Therefore cd is called a clustering

transition and it is analogous to the dynamical transition that we have described for hard spheres in infinite

dimensions. If a local search algorithm is initialized in a solution that belongs to a cluster it will explore all the

other solutions belonging to it but it will not be able to jump to the other clusters. Therefore each cluster has

a finite internal entropy and is disconnected from the others. The internal entropy of a cluster can be defined

as the logarithm of the number of solutions present in that cluster.

The number of clusters of solutions is exponential in the system size. In an analogous way to glasses one can

define the number of clusters as a function of c. This is represented in Fig. (7.b). In this context this quantity is

called the complexity. When c→ cK the complexity of the relevant clusters of solutions (the ones with largest

entropy) go to zero. This is a Kauzmann transition point of the same kind of the one happening in the infinite

dimensional solution of structural glass models. In the context of random CSPs, the Kauzmann transition is

typically called a condensation transition.

Increasing the connectivity, at cs all clusters of solutions disappear. This is the SAT/UNSAT threshold where

in the thermodynamic limit no solution can be found. From the antiferromagnetic Potts model point of view,

at cs the ground state energy becomes positive, since there is a finite fraction of violated constraints.

In the coloring problem there is an additional phase transition, compared to the hard sphere case, that is

called the rigidity transition. This happens only at zero temperature and it is the point where there are frozen

variables in the dominant clusters of solutions. Frozen variables are variables nodes that are fixed to the same

value in all solutions belonging to a given cluster. The rigidity transition cr appears for cr > cd but can happen

both before or after the condensation transition cK.

3. Summary: from hard spheres to CSPs and back: fundamental similarities and differences

In the previous sections we have presented two phase diagrams: on the one hand we have shown how the

infinite dimensional solution of the hard sphere model capture some essential features of the glass formation.

On the other we have discussed the phase transitions in a random CSP, the random coloring.

The striking observation is that the phase diagrams of both models are remarkably similar in the sense that

the phase transitions that can be driven changing the packing fraction or the connectivity are of the same

nature.

We can make a list of similar points:

• In both models at the dynamical or clustering transition point the phase space accessible to the microscopic

degrees of freedom splits into an exponential number of clusters or basins of configurations that are called

glassy states.

• Any local dynamics started from a typical configuration inside one of these states will remain trapped

there.

• The number of glassy states, being locally stable amorphous solids as in spheres, or clusters of solution in

the random coloring, scale exponentially with the system size.

• At the Kauzmann or condensation transition, the configurational entropy or complexity vanishes and the

a true thermodynamic phase transition takes place.
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• Both the hard sphere model and the random coloring problem display a satisfiability transition point.

This phase transition happens deep in the glass phase and therefore in order to understand its properties

one needs to fully characterize the statistics of glass basins.

The first three points of this list are quite generic in the sense that they appear in the mean field treatment of

many glassy systems. Actually one would have the tendency to say that they could be regarded as the hallmarks

of glassiness at the mean field theory level. Instead the last point pertains only to contexts where a satisfiability

transition takes place. This phase transition is well defined only at zero temperature and for models where the

interaction energy has finite range. Indeed it is clear that it is not possible to strictly define a satisfiability

transition point for a model of Lennard-Jones particles.

Furthermore, under the light of CSPs, one can think about hard spheres as a CSP. Indeed in the hard sphere

problem one needs to find configurations of phases space in which the spheres do not overlap. In this way, the

molecular dynamics that we have discussed above can be roughly thought as a local search algorithm. Starting

from a SAT assignment for the positions of the spheres, the MD is exploring other SAT assignments by making

local movements and therefore it has a clear algorithmic interpretation.

Despite these fundamental similarities, there are however also some differences. First of all, the hard sphere

model has no quenched disorder while the random coloring does since the factor graph is taken randomly from

a specified ensemble. Nevertheless the phase transitions remain the same.

Furthermore, the hard sphere model is a CSP for continuous variables which are the positions of the spheres.

Instead in the coloring problem variables can take values in a discrete set. This has an important consequence.

At the SAT/UNSAT threshold of the coloring problem the entropy of the relevant clusters of solutions stays

finite at the transition. Instead in the hard sphere models, the entropy of the hard sphere glasses goes to minus

infinity because the system shrinks to one configuration. Furthermore it is clear that having continuous variables

allow the system to develop scaling behavior close to jamming while this does not happen at the SAT/UNSAT

transition point for discrete CSP [45, 46]. The scaling and universal behavior indeed can be described using a

set of power laws that we will obtain in the following sections.

In order to fill the gap between random discrete CSPs and hard sphere glasses we will introduce a model that

has features coming both from hard spheres and random CSP. This model is the spherical random perceptron

[45, 46]. In this section we introduce it and we give the main properties of the model.

The rest of these lectures is devoted to solve this model with different methods coming from statistical physics.

4. The spherical random perceptron

Let us consider a CSP with N variables xi with i = 1, . . . , N and xi ∈ R. These variables are subjected to a

global spherical constraint that enforces the condition

N∑

i=1

x2i = N (13)

and therefore each variable is of order 1. We will indicate with X = {x1, . . . , xN} the global state of the N

variables.

Next we introduce a set of M patterns ξµ with µ = 1, . . . ,M . Each pattern is an N -dimensional vector whose

components are denoted as ξµ = {ξµ1 , . . . , ξµN}. The components of each vector ξµ are independent identically

distributed Gaussian random variables with zero mean and unit variance. Furthermore the number of patterns

is M = αN being α a constant of order one that will play a role of a control parameter of the model.
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FIG. 8: The factor graph of the perceptron mode for M = 5 and N = 7.

Next we define a gap variable. For each pattern ξµ we introduce

hµ =
1√
N
ξµ ·X − σ (14)

where σ is the second control parameter of the model. Note that since both ξµi and xi are of order one, the

scalar product ξµ ·X is of order
√
N by central limit theorem and therefore, globally, gap variables are of order

one.

Given the set of gap variables, one can define a constraint satisfaction problem by asking to find a configuration

of X that satisfy the following constraints:

hµ > 0 ∀µ = 1, . . . ,M. (15)

In an analogous way with respect to the coloring problem, we can define an energy cost function given by

H[X] =
1

2

M∑

µ=1

h2µθ(−hµ) (16)

Therefore, for every violated constraint, the energy cost is proportional to the square of the corresponding gap

variable. The factor graph corresponding to this CSP is described in Fig. 8.

Analogy with soft spheres. - The energy const function of Eq. (16) is constructed in analogy with soft

spheres. In this case the spheres have a finite range interaction; if ri and rj are the positions of two spheres,

their interaction potential is

Vij =
1

2
(|ri − rj | −D)

2
θ [D − |ri − rj |] (17)

where D is the diameter of the spheres. Therefore the parameter σ plays the same role as the diameter and the

gap variable hµ is analogous to the gab between the spheres hij .

The geometry of phase space and convexity. - The geometry of phase space can be easily visualized.

Let us consider one pattern ξµ. The constraint is such that

ξµ ·X >
√
Nσ . (18)

There are two possibilities depending on the sign of the control parameter σ. Let us consider σ > 0. In Fig. 9.a

we plot a two dimensional projection of the N dimensional sphere. The red arc denotes the allowed region of

phase space while the blue arc denote the forbidden region. Therefore in this case the allowed region of phase

space is convex.

In Fig. 9.b instead we plot what happens for σ < 0. In this case the allowed region of phase space is non

convex.

In order to solve the CSP we need to find a configuration X that satisfies all constraints. For σ > 0, the

allowed region of phase space is the intersection of convex domains on the sphere. The intersection of convex
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FIG. 9: Allowed phase space for a given pattern ξµ for a) σ > 0 and b) σ < 0.

region is itself convex and therefore we deduce that the space of solution is formed by a unique convex cluster

of phase space points.

Conversely, for σ < 0 the allowed phase space is the intersection of non convex regions and therefore it can

be non convex too. In particular this intersection could give rise to disconnected islands of solutions.

Therefore, based on this consideration we can already figure out a glimps of the phase diagram of the model.

Indeed for σ > 0 the CSP is not glassy at all while for σ < 0 glassy behavior can appear.

The origin of the perceptron. - The perceptron model was introduce in the context of machine learning

as the simplest linear classifier [47]. In the original papers, one wanted to classify a given data set. Each element

of a the data set is represented by a pattern ξµ. To each patter one assigns a label σµ. We restrict to the case

in which the labels are two, and therefore one could say that they are σµ = ±1. Given the set of patterns and

the set of labels corresponding to them, the perceptron problem is to find a set of weights X that separate the

data set linearly into the two classes. This can be written as

σµ = sgn
(
ξµ · x

)
∀µ = 1, . . . ,M . (19)

This problem was extensively studied in the last thirty years [48–51]. Modern deep networks work with the

same principle. Instead of having a linear function classifier, they are engineered in order to take into account

for non linearities in the data set. However the building blocks of these architectures remain the perceptron.

5. Further readings

General books and reviews on the glass transition and structural glasses are [2, 3, 52–58].

Some classic papers on the random first order transition theory and spin glasses are [10, 19, 21, 33, 35, 59–62].

The solution of structural glass models in the high dimensional limit can be found in [25–31, 63, 64].

Some classic papers on the statistical physics of constraint satisfaction problems are [38–41, 65–67].
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Finally a set of books is available on the relation between spin glasses, neural networks and machine learning

[24, 34, 68–70]

III. THE SPHERICAL RANDOM PERCEPTRON: THE REPLICA APPROACH

Here we start the study of the spherical random perceptron model. The content of this section has been

published in [45, 46] and we will closely follow these two works explaining and clarifying many parts while

introducing the main tools and techniques. Another interesting review paper close to what will be presented is

[71].

In order to compute and analyze the space of solutions of the spherical random perceptron we can introduce

a partition function [50]

Zξ =

∫
DX e−βH[X] =

∫
DX e−

β
2

∑αN
µ=1 hµ(X)2θ(−hµ(X)) hµ(X) =

1√
N
ξµ ·X − σ (20)

and the measure DX is the flat measure on the N dimensional sphere |X|2 = N . The parameter β = 1/T can

be thought as the inverse temperature as usual and can be used to set the energy scale in the problem. For

example setting the limit β →∞ allows to select the ground state. Note that this is a partition function for a

disordered model since the patterns ξµ play the role of quenched disorder.

As we have seen, the SAT/UNSAT transition can be strictly defined in the N →∞ limit. We are interested

in computing whether, given a point in the (σ, α) plane, the problem is SAT or UNSAT. In the SAT phase,

the total energy of the system is zero and therefore the partition function of Eq. (20) reduces to the volume

of solutions of the CSP. Instead in the SAT phase, the partition function is dominated by the ground state

configuration.

Given the partition function, we can compute the free energy of the model as

fξ = − lim
N→∞

1

Nβ
lnZξ . (21)

Note that fξ depends explicitly on the disorder. However we are interested in what happens in the average case

and therefore we introduce the averaged free energy given by

f = − lim
N→∞

1

Nβ
lnZξ (22)

where the overbar stands for the average over the random patterns {ξµ}.
The free energy can be decomposed, as usual, into two pieces

f = e− Ts (23)

being e the average energy of the system and s the entropy. Taking the T → 0 limit, in the SAT phase the

average free energy reduces to f → −Ts and therefore one obtains that the entropy of solutions of the CSP is

given by

s = − lim
β→∞

βf . (24)

Conversely, in the UNSAT phase, when T → 0 the energy is finite and the system sits in a energy minimum

and therefore Ts→ 0. Therefore the free energy tends to the ground state energy.
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1. The replica approach to compute the free energy of the system

We want to compute the average free energy defined in Eq. (22). In order to do that we need to average the

logarithm of the partition function over the distribution of the random patterns ξµ. In generic situations this

is a difficult task. A possible solution to the problem is provided by the replica method [24]. This employs the

following identity

f = − lim
N→∞

1

βN
lnZξ = − lim

N→∞
lim
n→0

1

βN
∂nZnξ (25)

The quantity Zn can be computed easily in the case in which n takes integer values. Indeed in this case we can

represent Zn with a multidimensional integral over n collective coordinates {X(a)}a=1,...,n:

Znξ =

∫ [ n∏

a=1

DX(a)

]
exp

[
−β

n∑

a=1

H[X(a)]

]
. (26)

One can look at {X(a)} as the coordinates of a set of n copies or replicas of the original system. All replicas

feel the same disorder realization. Before performing the average over the random patterns we introduce the

following notation

v(h) =
1

2
h2θ(−h) . (27)

The average over the replicated partition function defined in Eq. (26) can be performed in the following way:

Znξ =

∫ [ n∏

a=1

DX(a)

[
αN∏

µ=1

draµ

]]
exp

[
−β
∑

a=1

αN∑

µ=1

v(r
(a)
µ − σ)

]
n∏

a=1

αN∏

µ=1

δ(r
(a)
µ −

1√
N
ξµ ·X(a)) . (28)

Using the Fourier representation for the Dirac deltas we get

Znξ =

∫ [ n∏

a=1

DX(a)

[
αN∏

µ=1

draµdr̂
(a)
µ

2π

]]
exp

[
−β
∑

a=1

αN∑

µ=1

v(r(a)µ − σ) +

αN∑

µ=1

n∑

a=1

ir̂(a)µ r(a)µ

]

× exp

[
− i√

N

αN∑

µ=1

n∑

a=1

r̂
(a)
µ ξµ ·X(a)

]
.

(29)

We can now focus on the last line of the previous equation to perform the average over the random patterns

exp

[
− i√

N

αN∑

µ=1

n∑

a=1

r̂
(a)
µ ξµ ·X(a)

]
= exp


− 1

2N

n∑

a,b=1

αN∑

µ=1

r̂(a)µ r̂(b)µ X(a) ·X(b)


 . (30)

At this point we can observe that in Eq. (28) the n replicas of the system were uncoupled. However after

performing the average over the disorder they become interacting. Now we introduce the overlap matrix defined

as

Qab =
1

N
X(a) ·X(b). (31)

The spherical constraint |X(a)|2 = N implies that Qaa = 1 for all a = 1, . . . , n. Qab is by definition a symmetric

matrix and has a direct physical interpretation. Given two configurations X(a) and X(b) of two replicas, a and
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b, Qab gives a measure of similarity between them. In particular Qab = 0 if the two vectors X(a) and X(b) are

orthogonal on the N dimensional sphere. In this way the average replicated partition function is

Znξ =

∫ (∏

a<b

dQab

)∫ [ n∏

a=1

αN∏

µ=1

draµdr̂
(a)
µ

2π

]
exp

[
−β

n∑

a=1

αN∑

µ=1

v(r(a)µ − σ) +

αN∑

µ=1

n∑

a=1

ir̂(a)µ r(a)µ

]

× exp


−1

2

n∑

a,b=1

αN∑

µ=1

r̂(a)µ r̂(b)µ Qab



∫ [ n∏

a=1

DX(a)

]
∏

a≤b
δ

(
Qab −

1

N
X(a) ·X(b).

)


(32)

At this point we would like to perform the integration over {X(a)}. This can be done in the following way.

The Jacobian of the change of variables7. - In order to compute the Jacobian of the change of variables

from {X(a)} to the matrix Q we first rewrite

J(Q) =

∫ [ n∏

a=1

DX(a)

]
∏

a≤b
δ

(
Qab −

1

N
X(a) ·X(b)

)


= Nn(n−1)/2
∫ [ n∏

a=1

DX(a)

]
∏

a≤b
δ
(
NQab −X(a) ·X(b)

)

 .

(33)

Then we consider the integral over {X(a)}. Note that since Qaa = 1 we can integrate freely the components of

the vectors {X(a)}. Using the Fourier representation of the Dirac delta function we get

J(Q) = Nn(n−1)/2
∫ ∏

a≤b

dQ̂ab
2π

∫ [ n∏

a=1

dX(a)

]
exp


iN

∑

a≤b
Q̂abQab − i

∑

a≤b
Q̂abX

(a) ·X(b)


 (34)

The integral over {X(a)} becomes Gaussian and can be done explicitly:

∫ [ n∏

a=1

dX(a)

]
exp


iN

∑

a≤b
Q̂abQab − i

∑

a≤b
Q̂abX

(a) ·X(b)


 = (2π)

Nn/2
exp

[
−N

2
ln det Q̃

]
(35)

being

Q̃ = i (1 + δab) Q̂ab . (36)

Therefore we get

J(Q) = Nn(n−1)/2 (2π)
Nn/2

∫ ∏

a≤b

dQ̂ab
2π

exp


iN

∑

a≤b
Q̂abQab −

N

2
ln det Q̃


 . (37)

The integral over Q̂ can be performed via saddle point method. The saddle point equation gives

Q̃ = Q−1 (38)

and therefore

J(Q) ' Nn(n−1)/2(2π)−n(n−1)/2 exp

[
Nn

2
(1 + ln(2π)) +

N

2
ln detQ

]

= DN,n exp

[
Nn

2
(1 + ln(2π)) +

N

2
ln detQ

] (39)

7 An alternative way to perform this computation is given in [26].
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being

DN,n = Nn(n−1)/2(2π)−n(n−1)/2 . (40)

Using the expression of the Jacobian of the change of variables we get that the replicated action becomes

Znξ = DN,n

∫ (∏

a<b

dQab

)
exp

[
Nn

2
(1 + ln(2π)) +

N

2
ln detQ+ αN lnZ

]
(41)

where Z is given by

Z =

∫ [ n∏

a=1

dradr̂(a)

2π

]
exp


−β

∑

a=1

v(r(a) − σ) +

n∑

a=1

ir̂(a)r(a) − 1

2

n∑

a,b=1

r̂(a)r̂(b)Qab


 . (42)

This is due to the fact that once averaged over the disorder, the integral over the variables {r(a)µ , r̂
(a)
µ } is

factorized in the constraint index µ. This is the source of the αN proportionality factor in front of the term

lnZ in Eq. (41). At this point it is very useful to introduce the following identity

exp


−1

2

n∑

a,b=1

Qabr̂
(a)r̂(b)


 = exp


1

2

n∑

a,b=1

Qab
∂2

∂ha∂hb



[
n∏

c=1

exp
[
−ir̂(c)hc

]]
∣∣∣∣∣∣
{hc=0}

(43)

from which we can write

Z = exp


1

2

n∑

a,b=1

Qab
∂2

∂ha∂hb



[
n∏

c=1

∫
drcdr̂(c)

2π
exp

[
−βv(r(c) − σ) + ir̂(c)(r(c) − hc)

]]
∣∣∣∣∣∣
{hc=0}

= exp


1

2

n∑

a,b=1

Qab
∂2

∂ha∂hb



[
n∏

c=1

exp [−βv(hc − σ)]

]∣∣∣∣∣∣
{hc=0}

.

(44)

Therefore the average replicated partition function can be rewritten in the following way

Znξ = DN,n

∫ (∏

a<b

dQab

)
exp

[
NS(Q) +

Nn

2
(1 + ln(2π))

]

S(Q) =
1

2
ln detQ+ α ln exp


1

2

n∑

a,b=1

Qab
∂2

∂ha∂hb



[
n∏

c=1

exp [−βv(hc − σ)]

]∣∣∣∣∣∣
{hc=0}

.

(45)

We call S(Q) the replicated action. We see that the replicated partition function has been finally expressed in

terms of an integral over the n× n matrix Q.

Looking back at the free energy, Eq. (25) implies that

f = − lim
N→∞

lim
n→0

1

βN
∂nZn

= − lim
N→∞

lim
n→0

1

βN
∂n

[
DN,n

∫ (∏

a<b

dQab

)
exp

[
NS(Q) +

Nn

2
(1 + ln(2π))

]]
.

(46)

At this point we exchange the limits in order to get

f = − lim
n→0

lim
N→∞

1

βN
∂n

[
DN,n

∫ (∏

a<b

dQab

)
exp

[
NS(Q) +

Nn

2
(1 + ln(2π))

]]
. (47)
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In the large N limit, the integral over the matrix Q can be evaluated using a saddle point approximation.

∫ (∏

a<b

dQab

)
exp [NS(Q)] ' exp [NS(Q∗)] (48)

where Q∗ is the solution of the saddle point equation

∂S(Q)

∂Qab
= 0 . (49)

Therefore the free energy becomes

f = −T
2

(1 + ln(2π))− T lim
n→0

∂nS(Q∗) (50)

Note that we have supposed that S(Q) is of the order n for n → 0 which is a reasonable assumption. In the

UNSAT phase the constant T (1 + ln(2π))/2 is completely irrelevant since it goes to zero. In the SAT phase it

gives a constant shift to the entropy of solutions. Therefore it is completely irrelevant.

Eq. (49) can be made explicit:

0 =
[
Q−1

]
ab

+ αβ2

e
1
2

∑n
l,m=1Qlm

∂2

∂hl∂hm v′(ha)v′(hb)
∏n
s=1 e

−βv(hs)
∣∣∣∣
{hs=−σ}

e
1
2

∑n
l,m=1Qlm

∂2

∂hl∂hm
∏n
s=1 e

−βv(hs)
∣∣∣∣
{hs=−σ}

. (51)

Finding the solution of this saddle point equation is a difficult problem. The main difficulty arises because

whatever is the solution at finite integer n, we need to consider an analytic continuation down to n→ 0. Since n

is the dimension of the symmetric matrix Q, one should find the saddle point solution of n(n−1)/2 parameters.

It is completely not clear what means to take the analytic continuation of the number of parameters to zero.

A possible solution of the problem would come if the saddle point elements of the matrix Q are structured in

such a way that if S(Q) is computed within this structure it becomes an analytic function of n.

Therefore in order to solve the problem one could try to assume a particular form for Q that is simple enough

to allow S(Q) to become an analytic function of n. The space of possible parametrizations that allow this is in

principle huge and furthermore it could depend on the particular form of S(Q).

Here we will assume that the matrix Q has an ultrametric structure [24, 72, 73].

The first example of an ultrametric matrix Q is a replica symmetric (RS) matrix. Therefore we will discuss

first the RS solution and then we will generalize it to generic ultrametric matrices.

A. The physical meaning of the overlap

Before entering into the parametrization of the overlap matrix Qab we would like to discuss the physical

meaning of this order parameter [10, 24, 74]. Let us consider two vectors X(1) and X(2) subjected to the

same disorder {ξµ} and therefore subjected to the same energy cost function. Given this we can ask what is

the typical probability distribution of the overlap between the two once we extract them from the Boltzmann

measure. More precisely we define

Pξ(q) =

∫
DX(1)DX(2) e

−βH[X(1)]

Zξ

e−βH[X(2)]

Zξ
δ

(
q − 1

N
X(1) ·X(2)

)
. (52)
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This probability density depends on the disorder. We are interested in the typical behavior and therefore we

define

Pξ(q) =

∫
DX(1)DX(2) e

−βH[X(1)]

Zξ

e−βH[X(2)]

Zξ
δ

(
q − 1

N
X(1) ·X(2)

)
. (53)

In order to average the normalization factors, we make use again of the replica method. We write

P (q) ≡ Pξ(q) = lim
n→0

∫
DX(1)DX(2)e−βH[X(1)]e−βH[X(2)]Zξ

n−2δ

(
q − 1

N
X(1) ·X(2)

)

= lim
n→0

∫ [ n∏

a=1

DX(a)e−βH[X(a)]

]
δ

(
q − 1

N
X(1) ·X(2)

)

= lim
n→0

2

n(n− 1)

∑

a<b

∫ [ n∏

a=1

DX(a)e−βH[X(a)]

]
δ

(
q − 1

N
X(a) ·X(b)

)

= lim
n→0

2

n(n− 1)

∑

a<b

δ (q −Qab)

(54)

being Qab the saddle point value obtained by solving Eq. (49). Therefore the form of the saddle point solution

of the overlap matrix encodes for the average probability distribution of the overlap. In the zero temperature

limit and in the SAT phase, the overlap distribution tells us how far two typical solutions of the CSP are.

The line of reasoning that brought us to Eq. (54) is general. Furthermore we note that if the Hamiltonian has

some global symmetry, this can be inherited by the overlap distribution. In particular when the spin up-down

symmetry is satisfied, the overlap distribution is symmetric with respect to q = 0 [24].

B. The replica symmetric solution

We can assume that the form of the saddle point solution of Eq. (51) is

Qab = δab + (1− δab)q . (55)

This is a matrix that has the elements of the diagonal all equal to one, due to the spherical constraint, and

equal to q outside the diagonal. Assuming this form of the saddle point solution, we need to find the value of q

on the manifold of the RS matrices Q that extremizes S(Q). Therefore we first plug the RS ansatz of Eq. (55)

inside the form of S(Q). Let us first consider the term coming from the Jacobian of the change of variables.

We have

ln detQ = ln
[
(1− q)n−1(1 + (n− 1)q))

]
= (n− 1) ln(1− q) + ln(1 + (n− 1)q) . (56)

We have now to evaluate the second term given by

lnZ = α ln exp


1

2

n∑

a,b=1

Qab
∂2

∂ha∂hb



[
n∏

c=1

exp [−βv(hc)]

]∣∣∣∣∣∣
{hc=−σ}

(57)

In order to do that we consider first the differential operator

1

2

n∑

a,b=1

Qab
∂2

∂ha∂hb
=
q

2

(
n∑

a=1

∂

∂ha

)2

+
1

2
(1− q)

n∑

a=1

∂2

∂h2a
(58)
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from which we get

lnZ = α ln exp


q

2

(
n∑

a=1

∂

∂ha

)2


[
n∏

c=1

exp

[
1

2
(1− q) ∂

2

∂h2c

]
exp [−βv(hc)]

]∣∣∣∣∣∣
{hc=−σ}

. (59)

At this point we introduce the following identity

exp

[
ω

2

∂2

∂h2

]
f(h) =

∫ ∞

−∞

dz√
2πω

e−z
2/(2ω)f(h− z) ≡ γω ? f(h) (60)

One way to prove this identity is by perturbation theory:

exp

[
ω

2

∂2

∂h2

]
f(h) =

∞∑

k=0

ωk

2kk!
f (2k)(h) . (61)

On the other end we have

∫ ∞

−∞

dz√
2πω

e−z
2/(2ω)f(h− z) =

∞∑

k=0

∫ ∞

−∞

dz√
2πω

e−z
2/(2ω) (−1)kzk

k!
f (k)(h)

=

∞∑

k=0

f (2k)(h)

(2k)!
ωk(2k − 1)!! =

∞∑

k=0

ωk

2kk!
f (2k)(h)

(62)

which is Eq. (61).

Therefore we have

lnZ = α ln exp


q

2

(
n∑

a=1

∂

∂ha

)2


[
n∏

c=1

γ1−q ? exp [−βv(hc)]

]∣∣∣∣∣∣
{hc=−σ}

. (63)

At this point we introduce another trivial identity. We have that [75]

(
n∑

a=1

∂

∂h

)k
R(h1, . . . , hk)

∣∣∣∣∣∣
{hc=h}

=
∂k

∂hk
R(h, . . . , h) ∀k . (64)

Therefore we can write

lnZ = α ln exp

[
q

2

∂2

∂h2

]
[γ1−q ? exp [−βv(h)]]

n

∣∣∣∣
h=−σ

= α ln γq ? [γ1−q ? exp [−βv(h)]]
n|h=−σ (65)

and thus finally the expression of S(Q) under the replica symmetric ansatz is

S(Q) =
1

2
[(n− 1) ln(1− q) + ln(1 + (n− 1)q)] + α ln γq ? [γ1−q ? exp [−βv(h)]]

n|h=−σ (66)

Since we are interested in the n→ 0 limit we can write

S(Q) ' nS̃(Q) = n

[
1

2
ln(1− q) +

1

2

q

1− q + αγq ? ln γ1−q ? exp [−βv(h)]|h=−σ
]
. (67)

Finally the saddle point equation that fixes the value of q is given by

q

(1− q)2 = α

∫
dz√
2πq

e−(h)
2/(2q)

[
∂

∂h
ln γ1−q ? exp [−βv(h− σ)]

]2
. (68)
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We want now to take the zero temperature limit. In order to do that we first consider back the physical meaning

of the overlap matrix Qab. For a 6= b, we have that

Qab = lim
N→∞

1

N

〈
X(a) ·X(b)

〉
(69)

and the brackets indicate, in the zero temperature limit, the flat average over the solutions of the CSP. Therefore,

in the SAT phase we can measure the typical distance of two random solutions of the CSP using the overlap.

In particular the saddle point value of q tells us that within the RS ansatz, all solution are in a unique cluster

in which two typical solutions are at (co-)distance q. Furthermore if we are far away from the SAT/UNSAT

threshold, the CSP has many distinct solutions and therefore q < 1. In this case we can easily take the zero

temperature limit of Eq. (68) to get

q

(1− q)2 = α

∫
dz√
2πq

e−h
2/(2q)

[
∂

∂h
ln γ1−q ? θ(h− σ)

]2
(70)

where we have used the fact that

lim
β→∞

e−bv(h) = θ(h) . (71)

Note that Eq. (70) is not sensible to the precise form of v(h) in the sense that it does not depend on the precise

form of the cost function for violated constraints. Finally we have that

γ1−q ? θ(h) =
1

2

(
1 + erf

(
h√

2(1− q)

))
≡ Θ

[
h√

2(1− q)

]

Θ(x) =
1

2
(1 + erf(x)) .

(72)

1. The jamming transition at the RS level

At this point we are equipped to study the SAT/UNSAT threshold within the RS ansatz. As we already

discussed, q is the typical co-distance between two solutions of the CSP. This is a function of σ and α. Chang-

ing the parameters, for example increasing the number of constraints by increasing α, at fixed σ, one moves

towards regions of the phase diagram where it becomes harder to find a SAT solution. Coming closer to the

SAT/UNSAT threshold, the volume of solutions shrinks to zero. Therefore at the SAT/UNSAT transition

where just one solution is present (at the RS level) the typical overlap between solutions goes to one. Therefore

the SAT/UNSAT threshold can be computed by computing for which α Eq. (70) admits a solution q → 1.

Practically we can plug q → 1 in Eq. (70) and this becomes an equation for the SAT/UNSAT threshold αJ(σ).

In the end we get

αJ(σ) =

[∫ 0

−∞

dh√
2π
e−(h+σ)

2/2h2
]−1

. (73)

Another way to check that this is the correct SAT/UNSAT threshold within the RS ansatz is by computing the

entropy of solutions. Indeed it turns out that

s ' 1

2
ln(1− q)→ −∞ q → 1 (74)

and therefore the space of solutions reduces to one point when going close to the jamming transition line.
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2. The UNSAT phase

In the UNSAT phase the system is in a minimum of the energy at zero temperature. Therefore in absence of

thermal fluctuations q → 1. However for infinitesimal temperatures, one can try a solution with

q ' 1− χT (75)

being χ a constant.

Plugging this ansatz inside Eq. (68) we get

1

χ2T 2
= α

∫
dz√
2π
e−h

2/2

[
∂

∂h
ln γχT ? exp

[
− 1

T
v(h− σ)

]]2
(76)

In order to take the zero temperature limit of the left hand side we look at

ln γχT ? exp

[
− 1

T
v(h)

]
= ln

∫ ∞

−∞

dz√
2πχT

e−(h−z)
2/(2Tχ)−z2θ(−z)/(2T ) ; (77)

for T → ∞ and h ∼ O(1) one can evaluate the integral by saddle point method. The saddle point equation

through which z is fixed is given by

z − h
χ

+ zθ(−z) = 0 (78)

and therefore the solutions are

z∗(h) =

{
h for h > 0

h
1+χ for h < 0

(79)

Plugging this solution inside Eq. (77) we get

γχT ? exp

[
− 1

T
v(h)

]
= ln

[
θ(h)

∫ ∞

−∞

dt√
2πχT

e−t
2/(2χT ) + θ(−h)e−h

2/(2(1+χ)T )

∫ ∞

−∞

dt√
2πχT

e−
1+χ
2χT t

2

]

'
(
− h2

2(1 + χ)T
− 1

2
ln(1 + χ)

)
θ(−h) .

(80)

Therefore Eq. (76) becomes

1 + χ2

χ2
= α

∫ 0

−∞

dh√
2π
e−(h+σ)

2/2h2 ↔
(

1 +
1

χ

)2

=
α

αJ(σ)
. (81)

This equation can be used to obtain the SAT/UNSAT transition coming from the UNSAT phase. Indeed since

at unjamming, q becomes smaller than 1, we should have that χ→∞ for α→ αJ(σ). Taking the χ→∞ limit

of Eq. (81) we get that the jamming line is given by Eq. (73). Once we enter in the UNSAT phase the energy of

the system becomes different from zero because we have a finite fraction of unsatisfied constraints. In the zero

temperature limit, the ground state of the system is obtained by taking the zero temperature limit of the free

energy. Therefore within the RS approximation we have

eGS = lim
T→0

f = − 1

2χ
+

α

1 + χ

∫ σ

−∞

dh√
2π
e−h

2/2 (h− σ)
2
. (82)
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3. Gap distribution and the number of contacts

We have already defined a gap variable in Eq. (14). Let us consider its probability distribution. We define

ρ̂ξ(h) =
1

M

M∑

µ=1

δ (h− hµ(X)) . (83)

The gap distribution is therefore defined as

ρ(h) = 〈ρ̂ξ(h)〉 (84)

where as usual the brackets stand for the Boltzmann average and the overline stands for the average over the

disorder. In order to compute ρ(h) we get back to the definition of the free energy

f = − lim
N→∞

1

βN
lnZξ = − lim

N→∞
1

βN
ln

∫
DXe−β

∑M
µ=1 v(hµ(X)) = − lim

N→∞
1

βN
ln

∫
DXe−βM

∫
dhρ̂ξ(h)v(h). (85)

Therefore we have

δf

δv(h)
=

1

Zξ

∫
DXe−βH[X]ρ̂(h) = ρ(h) . (86)

The free energy f at the replica symmetric level is given by

f = −T
2

(1 + ln(2π)) +
1

2

[
ln(1− q) +

q

1− q

]
+ αγq ? ln γ1−q ? e

−βv(ĥ)
∣∣∣∣
ĥ=−σ

(87)

where q is fixed to its saddle point value. Taking the functional derivative with respect to v(h) we get

ρ(h) = α
δ

δv(h)
αγq ? ln γ1−q ? e

−βv(ĥ)
∣∣∣
ĥ=−σ

= α
δ

δv(h)

∫
dz√
2πq

e−z
2/(2q) ln

∫
dy√

2π(1− q)
e−y

2/(2(1−q))e−βv(−σ+z+y)

= α

∫
dz√
2πq

e−z
2/(2q)

∫
dy√

2π(1−q)
e−y

2/(2(1−q))e−βv(−σ+z+y)δ(h+ σ − z − y)

∫
dy√

2π(1−q)
e−y2/(2(1−q))e−βv(z−y)

= α

∫
dz√
2πq

e−(z+σ)
2/(2q) exp

[
−βv(h)− (h− z)2

2(1− q) − f(1, z)

]

(88)

where we have defined

f(1, h) = ln

∫
dy√

2π(1− q)
e−y

2/(2(1−q))e−βv(z−y) (89)

Starting from this and taking the jamming limit it can be shown that the number of contacts at the SAT/UNSAT

threshold is

z = Θ

[
σ√
2

]
. (90)

It is interesting to compare the total number of contacts with the total number of degrees of freedom. The

total number of contacts is Mz = αNz. Instead the total number of degrees of freedom is N . We say that the

system is
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• hypostatic if αNz < N =⇒ αz < 1;

• isostatic if αNz = N =⇒ αz = 1;

• hyperstatic if αNz > N =⇒ αz > 1;

Therefore we can define an isostaticity index as c = αz. For σ > 0, the system is hypostatic at jamming and

becomes isostatic when σ → 0+. In the next sections we will see that jamming is isostatic in the non-convex

region.

4. Back to hard spheres

It is interesting to go back to the analogy with the hard sphere model. Let us consider an amorphous jammed

packings of hard spheres. At jamming there is a force network between spheres in contact that make the system

solids and rigid.

The total number of degrees of freedom for a system with N spheres and d dimensions is Nd = dN . However,

at jamming we have a contact network of constraints: spheres that touch cannot overlap. Therefore the total

number of constraints that are marginally satisfied8 is Nc = zN/2 where z now is the average degree distribution

of the contact network.

Mechanical stability of the packing requires that

Nc ≥ Nd =⇒ zN

2
≥ Nd =⇒ z ≥ 2d . (91)

This argument is due to Maxwell and implies that the average degree of the contact network is at least 2d.

Therefore stable packings are isostatic or hyperstatic. In numerical simulations it is found that amorphous

jammed packings produced with different protocols are always isostatic and therefore are in a marginal situation.

For this reason they are said to be marginally stable. Isostaticity has a deep impact on the critical properties

of these systems and control many physical processes as for example avalanches and the vibrational spectrum.

A review on the subject is [16].

C. Stability of the replica symmetric solution: the de Almeida-Thouless transition

In the previous section we have assumed a replica symmetric form of the saddle point solution for the matrix

Q. However since we are computing the saddle point we need to check that the solution we get is at least stable

against small fluctuations. In other words, if we assume to expand S(Q) around the saddle point value, we

should see a local maximum. The expansion of S(Q) is given by

S(Q) = S(Q∗) +
1

2

∑

a<b

∑

c<d

Mab;cdδQabδQcd

= S(Q∗) +
1

8

∑

a6=b

∑

c 6=d
M̃ab;cdδQabδQcd

(92)

8 In the sense that the spheres touch.
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where δQab = Qab −Q∗ab being Q∗ab the RS saddle point solution, and

Mab;cd =
δ2S(Q)

δQabδQcd

∣∣∣∣
Q=Q∗

(93)

Note that in Eq. (92) we have defined M̃ has the symmetrized version of M . A bit of reflection shows that due

to the replica symmetric structure of the saddle point solution the operator M̃ has the following form

M̃ab;cd = H1
δacδbd + δadδbc

2
+H2

δac + δbd + δad + δbc
4

+H3 . (94)

Indeed there are only three kinds of possible terms. They are

R1212 =
δ2S(Q)

δQ12δQ12

∣∣∣∣
Q=Q∗

R1213 =
δ2S(Q)

δQ12δQ13

∣∣∣∣
Q=Q∗

R1234 =
δ2S(Q)

δQ12δQ34

∣∣∣∣
Q=Q∗

(95)

and are connected to H1, H2 and H3 by




R1212 = H1

2 + H2

2 +H3

R1213 = H3

4 +H3

R1212 = H3

=⇒





H1 = 2 (R1212 − 2R1213 +R1234)

H2 = 4 (R1213 −R1234)

H3 = R1234

(96)

The stability of the replica symmetric solution requires that the quadratic form

1

8

∑

a6=b

∑

c6=d
M̃ab;cdδQabδQcd (97)

is at least semidefinite negative [76, 77]. In order to check it we first introduce the entropic and interaction

terms given respectively by

SE(Q) =
1

2
ln detQ

SI(Q) = α ln exp


1

2

n∑

l,m=1

Qlm
∂2

∂hl∂hm




n∏

s=1

e−βv(h)

∣∣∣∣∣∣
h=−σ

(98)

and we will compute separately the elements of M̃ coming from them. In this section we will assume that we

are in the SAT phase so that e−βv(h) → θ(h).

1. Stability matrix: the entropic term

We have to compute

R
(E)
1212 =

δ2SE(Q)

δQ2
12

= −
[(
Q−1

)
11

(
Q−1

)
22

+
(
Q−1

)2
12

]

R
(E)
1213 =

δ2SE(Q)

δQ12δQ13
= −

[(
Q−1

)
11

(
Q−1

)
23

+
(
Q−1

)
13

(
Q−1

)
23

]

R
(E)
1234 =

δ2SE(Q)

δQ12δQ34
= −

[(
Q−1

)
13

(
Q−1

)
24

+
(
Q−1

)
14

(
Q−1

)
23

]
.

(99)

Since we need to compute these derivatives on the RS saddle point we need to find the inverse of a replica

symmetric matrix. This is given by

Qab = (1− q)δab + q =⇒
(
Q−1

)
ab

=
1

1− q δab −
q

(1− q)2 n→ 0 . (100)
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Using this expression we get in the n→ 0 limit

H
(E)
1 = − 2

(1− q)2

H
(E)
2 =

4q

(1− q)3

H
(E)
3 = − 2q2

(1− q)4

(101)

which completes the entropic contribution to the stability matrix.

2. Stability matrix: the interaction term

We turn now to the computation of the terms of the stability matrix that come from the interaction term.

Let us first consider

T
(1)
1212 =

δ2S(Q)

δQ2
12

= α
δ2

δQ2
12

exp


1

2

n∑

a,b=1

Qab∂a∂b




n∏

s=1

θ(hs − σ)

∣∣∣∣∣∣
h=0

= α
[
〈∂21∂22〉 − 〈∂1∂2〉2

]
(102)

where we have defined

〈•〉 =

exp
[
1
2

∑n
a,b=1Qab∂a∂b

]
•∏n

s=1 θ(hs − σ)
∣∣∣
h=0

exp
[
1
2

∑n
a,b=1Qab∂a∂b

]∏n
s=1 θ(hs − σ)

∣∣∣
h=0

. (103)

The denominator of the expression above can be easily computed using the same steps as before. Using the

replica symmetric form of the saddle point solution we get

exp


1

2

n∑

a,b=1

Qab∂a∂b




n∏

s=1

θ(hs − σ)

∣∣∣∣∣∣
h=0

= γq ? [γ1−q ? exp [−βv(h)]]
n|h=−σ → 0 n→ 0 . (104)

Moreover we can compute

〈∂21∂22〉 = exp


1

2

n∑

a,b=1

Qab∂a∂b


 ∂21θ(h1 − σ)∂22θ(h2 − σ)

n∏

s=3

θ(hs − σ)

∣∣∣∣∣∣
h=0

=

= exp

[
q

2

∂2

∂h2

](
∂2

∂h2
γ1−q ? θ(h− σ)

)2

(γ1−q ? θ(h− σ))
n−2
∣∣∣∣∣
h=0

→
∫

dz√
2πq

e−z
2/(2q) g

′′(1, h− σ)

g(1, h− σ)
n→ 0

(105)

where g′′(1, h) = ∂2hg(1, h) and we have defined

g(1, h) ≡ γ1−q ? θ(h) = Θ

[
h√

2(1− q)

]
. (106)

Using this for all the other terms and defining

〈•〉q =

∫ ∞

−∞

dz√
2πq

e−(z+σ)
2/(2q)• (107)
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we have

T
(I)
1212 = α



〈(

g′′(1, h)

g(1, h)

)2
〉

q

−
〈(

g′(1, h)

g(1, h)

)2
〉2

q




T
(I)
1213 = α



〈
g′′(1, h)

g(1, h)

(
g′(1, h)

g(1, h)

)2
〉

q

−
〈(

g′(1, h)

g(1, h)

)2
〉2

q




T
(I)
1234 = α



〈(

g′(1, h)

g(1, h)

)4
〉

q

−
〈(

g′(1, h)

g(1, h)

)2
〉2

q




(108)

Therefore the contribution of the interaction term to the stability matrix is given by

H
(I)
1 = α

〈(
∂2

∂h2
ln g(1, h)

)2
〉

q

H
(I)
2 = 4α



〈
g′′(1, h)

g(1, h)

(
g′(1, h)

g(1, h)

)2
〉

q

−
〈(

g′(1, h)

g(1, h)

)4
〉

q




H
(I)
3 = α



〈(

g′(1, h)

g(1, h)

)4
〉

q

−
〈(

g′(1, h)

g(1, h)

)2
〉2

q




(109)

This completes the computation of the contribution of the interaction term to the stability matrix. Having

Eq. (101) and Eq. (109) one can easily compute the full expressions of H1, H2 and H3.

3. The replicon eigenvalue

It turns out that there is an eigenvalue of the stability matrix that becomes unstable in a certain region of

the phase diagram. This wigenvalue is characterized by an eigenvector of the form

δRQab :
∑

b(6=a)
δRQab = 0

∑

a(6=b)
δRQab = 0 (110)

This subspace of fluctuations of the overlap matrix is usually called the replicon subspace and the associated

eigenvalue is the replicon eigenvalue. Its expression (in the n→ 0 limit) is given by

λR = M1 = −2


 1

(1− q)2 − α
〈(

∂2

∂h2
ln g(1, h)

)2
〉

q


 (111)

Coming from the SAT phase and reaching the jamming line, this eigenvalue is always stable for σ > 0. Therefore

we conclude that the jamming transition of the spherical random perceptron in the convex region of the phase

diagram is replica symmetric. Instead, for σ < 0, the replicon eigenvalue becomes unstable before reaching the

jamming transition and therefore in the non convex region, jamming is always in a region where the replica

symmetric solution is unstable. Therefore in order to study the properties of the SAT/UNSAT threshold for

σ < 0 we need to understand how to go beyond the replica symmetric ansatz.

D. Replica symmetry breaking and its meaning

Replica symmetry breaking (RSB) was first discovered in the context of the Sherrington-Kirkpatrick model

[78]. After it was understood that the replica symmetric solution was wrong at low temperature, some attempts
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FIG. 10: The 1RSB structure of the overlap matrix

have been tried to go beyond the replica symmetric assumption [79]. The final and correct picture came out from

a series of works by Parisi who constructed an iterative scheme of replica symmetry breaking. Parisi’s solution

of the Sherrington-Kirkpatrick model is now proven to be exact by a series of more recent mathematical proofs

[80–83]. Despite the fact that it is not clear if these proofs can be adapted to the spherical random perceptron,

we will conjecture that such RSB scheme applies also to this case and we will investigate its consequences.

1. Parisi’s replica symmetry breaking scheme

In this section we describe the iterative scheme of RSB originally proposed by Parisi for the form of the overlap

matrix. This is based on so called hierarchical matrices. Let us start from the simplest hierarchical matrix that

is a replica symmetric one. In this case the matrix has a diagonal equal to one, the spherical constraint, and

all the off-diagonal elements are equal to q0.

The one-step replica symmetry breaking (1RSB) overlap matrix instead is obtained by dividing the group of

n replicas into n/m0 subgroups of size m0 each. This is illustrated in Fig. (10). The diagonal of the overlap

matrix is always fixed to one due to the spherical constraint. The off-diagonal elements in the diagonal blocks

are instead equal to q1 while the elements outside the diagonal blocks are all equal to q0. Therefore the 1RSB

form of the overlap matrix is parametrized by three numbers: m0, q0 and q1.

The two-step replica symmetry breaking (2RSB) form of Q is obtained starting from the 1RSB one. This is

illustrated in Fig. (11). In diagonal blocks of size m0, sub-diagonal blocks of size m1 appear. The off-diagonal

elements of each sub-block are all equal to q2 while the off diagonal elements outside the sub-blocks are left

unchanged. Therefore the 2RSB ansatz is parametrized by five parameters: m0, m1, q0, q1, and q2.

It is clear that this construction can be iterated. In order to construct a kRSB form of Q one starts from the

(k− 1)RSB representation and takes the innermost diagonal blocks. Each of them undergoes the same process.

New diagonal blocks of size mk−1 are created and the off-diagonal elements belonging to them are given the

value qk. All the other elements of the overlap matrix are left unchanged.

Hierarchical matrices of this kind form an algebra. Let us consider two hierarchical matrices A and B. We

write

A ≡ {Ad, {Ai}i=0,...,k} B ≡ {Bd, {Bi}i=0,...,k} (112)

being Ad and Bd the diagonal elements and the sets {Ai}i=0,...,k and {Bi}i=0,...,k the sets of parameters fixing
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FIG. 11: The construction of the 2RSB structure of the overlap matrix starting from the 1RSB one. Each diagonal block

undergoes to the same transformation with the same parameters.
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FIG. 12: The analytic continuation of n→ 0 that heuristically justify Eq. (114).

the kRSB structure. If we assume that both A and B have the same set of parameters {mi}i=0,...,k−1 then the

product C = AB = BA is a kRSB matrix and therefore kRSB matrices form an algebra.

We note now that by construction we have that

n > m0 > m1 > . . . > mk−1 > mk = 1 (113)

However we want to take the n→ 0 limit. Therefore we need to reverse the inequalities signs of (113) to get

n < m0 < m1 < . . . < mk−1 < mk = 1 (114)

A simple but still heuristic justification for this is represented in Fig. (12).

In the n→ 0 limit one can represent the parameters {qi} in a stepwise function as in Fig. (13-left). Therefore

for n→ 0 the overlap can be represented as a stepwise function q(x). In this way the k →∞ limit can be taken

and the function q(x) becomes continuous as represented in FIg. (13-right).
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FIG. 13: The function q(x) in a kRSB ansatz and in its continuous limit.
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FIG. 14: The 1RSB ultrametric organization of states

2. The probability distribution of the overlap

Before entering into the fullRSB computation of the phase diagram of the spherical random perceptron we

would like to emphasize the physical meaning of the hierarchical ansatz for the overlap matrix. To do this, we

consider again the average overlap distribution. For a RS ansatz we have

P (q) = δ(q − q0) (115)

and therefore two typical solutions are at distance q0. We now consider the case in which we assume that the

saddle point solution for the overlap matrix is parametrized by a 1RSB ansatz. In this case we have

P (q) = lim
n→0

1

n(n− 1)

∑

a6=b
δ(q −Qab) = lim

n→0

1

n(n− 1)

[
n

m0
m0(m0 − 1)δ(q − q1) + (n2 − nm0)δ(q − q0)

]

= (1−m0)δ(q − q1) +m0δ(q − q0) .

(116)

Since we assume that q1 > q0 it follows that in this case the solutions of the CSP are organized in clusters, see

Fig. (14).

If two solutions are in the same cluster, their overlap will be q1, otherwise it will be q0. The average probability

distribution that two random solutions are in the same cluster is 1−m0 while it is m0 for two solutions not to
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be in the same cluster. Therefore it is meaningful to have m0 ∈ [0, 1]. At this point we can consider the case in

which the solution of the saddle point equations for Qab is of the fullRSB type. Let us compute again

P (q) = lim
n→0

1

n(n− 1)

∑

a6=b
δ(q −Qab) = lim

n→0

n

n(n− 1)

k∑

i=0

(mi−1 −mi)δ(q − qi) . (117)

In the fullRSB limit, we have that

mi−1 ' mi − dx ' x− dx {qi}i=1,...,k → q(x) (118)

and therefore the sum appearing in Eq. (117) becomes

P (q) = lim
n→0
− 1

n− 1

∫ 1

n

dxδ (q − q(x)) =

∫ 1

0

dxδ (q − q(x)) =

∣∣∣∣
dx(q)

dq

∣∣∣∣ (119)

being x(q) the inverse function of q(x). Therefore the overlap profile q(x) encodes for the average probability

distribution of the overlap.

3. The ultrametric structure of pure states

The hierarchical ansatz over the overlap matrix imposes a particular structure for the organization of the

solutions of the CSP. In particular it has been discovered in [84] that the solutions are organized in an ultrametric

way. We will not discuss here this aspect here but the interested reader can look to [24, 85] for a detailed review.

E. The fullRSB solution of the spherical random perceptron

We will now turn to the computation of the spherical random perceptron in the region where the RS solution

is unstable. In order to perform this computation we will assume that the solution is of the fullRSB type. The

plan for the computation will be to analyze separately the entropic and interaction terms of the replicated free

energy.

1. The entropic term

We want to compute the entropic term given by ln detQ/2 when Q is a fullRSB matrix parametrized by 1

on the diagonal and q(x) outside. There is a general expression of this term that has been given in [86]. Here

we will report only the final formula. The interested reader can look at the Appendix of [86] for a derivation.

The entropic term is given by

1

2
lim
n→0

∂n ln detQ =
1

2

[
ln(1− 〈q〉) +

q(0)

(1− 〈q〉)2 −
∫ 1

0

dx

x2
λ(x)

1− 〈x〉

]
(120)

being

λ(x) = 1− xq(x)−
∫ 1

x

dyq(y) 〈q〉 =

∫ 1

0

dyq(y) . (121)
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2. The interaction term: Parisi’s flow equation

We now turn to the computation of the interaction term. In order to do this, we will follow [87] and the

appendix of [75]. The general strategy is to consider a kRSB ansatz and then take the k →∞ limit. Therefore

we consider a stepwise profile of q(x) parametrized as if Fig. (13)-left. If we introduce 1
(n)
mi as a block diagonal

matrix of size n× n whose diagonal blocks have size mi ×mi whose elements are all equal to one, and outside

the diagonal blocks are all zeros, then we can write the matrix Q as

Q =

k+1∑

i=0

(qi − qi−1)1(n)
mi−1

(122)

and we are using the convention

qk+1 = 1 q−1 = 0 . (123)

In this way the interaction term can be written as

SI = α ln exp


1

2

k+1∑

i=0

(qi − qi−1)
∑

l,m=1

[
1(n)
mi−1

]
lm
∂l∂m




n∏

s=1

θ(hs)

∣∣∣∣∣∣
h=−σ

. (124)

Let us now isolate the contribution coming from the innermost block. This is given by

SI = α ln exp


1

2

k∑

i=0

(qi − qi−1)
∑

l,m=1

[
1(n)
mi−1

]
lm
∂l∂m


 exp

[
1

2
(1− qk)

n∑

l=1

∂2l

]
n∏

s=1

θ(hs)

∣∣∣∣∣∣
h=−σ

= α ln exp


1

2

k∑

i=0

(qi − qi−1)
∑

l,m=1

[
1(n)
mi−1

]
lm
∂l∂m




n∏

s=1

γ1−qk ? θ(hs)

∣∣∣∣∣∣
h=−σ

(125)

We now introduce

g(1, h) ≡ g(mk, h) = γ1−qk ? θ(h) = Θ

[
h√

2(1− qk)

]
(126)
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Let us now consider the next innermost sub-block in the differential operator. We get

SI = α ln exp


1

2

k−1∑

i=0

(qi − qi−1)

n∑

l,m=1

[
1(n)
mi−1

]
lm
∂l∂m




× exp


1

2
(qk − qk−1)

n∑

l,m=1

[
1(n)
mk−1

]
lm
∂l∂m




n∏

s=1

g(mk, hs)

∣∣∣∣∣∣
h=−σ

= α ln exp


1

2

k−1∑

i=0

(qi − qi−1)

n/mk−1∑

l,m=1

[
1
(n/mk−1)
mi−1/mk−1

]
lm
∂l∂m




× exp


1

2
(qk − qk−1)

n/mk−1∑

l,m=1

[
1(n/mk−1)
mk

]
lm
∂l∂m



n/mk−1∏

s=1

gmk−1(mk, hs)

∣∣∣∣∣∣
h=−σ

= α ln exp


1

2

k−1∑

i=0

(qi − qi−1)

n/mk−1∑

l,m=1

[
1
(n/mk−1)
mi−1/mk−1

]
lm
∂l∂m



n/mk−1∏

s=1

γqk−qk−1
? gmk−1(mk, hs)

∣∣∣∣∣∣
h=−σ

= α ln exp


1

2

k−1∑

i=0

(qi − qi−1)

n/mk−1∑

l,m=1

[
1
(n/mk−1)
mi−1/mk−1

]
lm
∂l∂m



n/mk−1∏

s=1

g(mk−1, hs)

∣∣∣∣∣∣
h=−σ

(127)

where we have defined

g(mk−1, h) = γqk−qk−1
? gmk−1(mk, h) . (128)

At this point we can go on with the same strategy. Eq. (128) becomes

g(mi−1) = γqi−qi−1
? gmi−1/mi(mi, h) . (129)

Taking the continuum limit we have

mi = x mi−1 ' mi − dx = x− dx qi − qi−1 = q̇(x)dx (130)

and Eq. (129) becomes

g(x, h)− dxġ(x, h) = g(x, h) +
1

2
q̇(x)g′′(x, h)− 1

x
g(x, h) ln g(x, h) (131)

and therefore we have

ġ(x, h) = − q̇(x)

2
g′′(x, h) +

1

x
g(x, h) ln g(x, h) (132)

and we have indicated with primes the derivatives with respect to h and with a dot the derivative with respect

to x. The partial differential equation (132) has

g(1, h) = γ1−q(1) ? θ(h) = Θ

[
h√

2(1− q(1))

]
(133)

as boundary condition. We can now introduce

f(x, h) =
1

x
ln g(x, h) (134)
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and the corresponding flow equation is





ḟ(x, h) = − q̇(x)2

[
f ′′(x, h) + x (f ′(x, h))

2
]

f(1, h) = ln γ1−q(1) ? θ(h) = ln Θ

[
h√

2(1−q(1))

]
.

(135)

This equation was derived for the first time by Parisi in the context of the Sherrington-Kirkpatrick model [73].

Note that the particular form of the flow equation is due to the form of the differential operator and therefore

it is quite generic. Instead the initial condition strongly depends on the details of the model. At this point we

can easily conclude the computation of the interaction term. Indeed at the end of the iterations one gets

SI = α ln e
q(0)
2 ∂2

hgn/m0(m0, h)
∣∣∣
h=−σ

→ nαγq(0) ? f(0,−σ) n→ 0 . (136)

3. S(Q) at the fullRSB level

Putting together all the pieces we get

lim
n→0

∂nS(Q) =
1

2

[
ln(1− 〈q〉) +

q(0)

(1− 〈q〉)2 −
∫ 1

0

dx

x2
λ(x)

1− 〈x〉

]
+ αγq(0) ? f(0,−σ) . (137)

This expression depends both explicitly and implicitly on q(x). Indeed the function f(0,−σ) is the solution of

the flow equation (135).

4. The saddle point equations

At this point we would like to take the saddle point equations of S(Q) w.r.t. the overlap profile q(x). This

is in principle a difficult problem since S(Q) depends on q(x) also implicitly. A possible solution is to add

Lagrange multipliers in order to enforce the flow equation and its boundary condition of Eq. (135) [88]. We call

P (1, h) the Lagrange multiplier to enforce the latter while P (x, h) the one to enforce the former. In this way

we can write

S(Q) =
1

2

[
ln(1− 〈q〉) +

q(0)

(1− 〈q〉)2 −
∫ 1

0

dx

x2
λ(x)

1− 〈x〉

]
+ αγq(0) ? f(0,−σ)

− α
∫ ∞

−∞
dhP (1, h)

[
f(1, h)− ln Θ

[
h√

2(1− q(1))

]]

+ α

∫ 1

0

dx

∫ ∞

−∞
dhP (x, h)

[
ḟ(x, h) +

q̇(x)

2

[
f ′′(x, h) + x (f ′(x, h))

2
]]

(138)

and the variational equations can be obtained very easily. Indeed taking the functional derivatives with respect

to the Lagrange multipliers we get back Eq. (135). Instad taking the functional derivatives w.r.t. f(x, h) and

f(0, h) respectively we get

{
Ṗ (x, h) = q̇(x)

2

[
P ′′(x, h)− 2x (f ′(x, h)P (x, h))

′]

P (0, h) = 1√
2πq(0)

e−(h+σ)
2/(2q(0)) .

(139)
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Finally we can take the functional derivative with respect to q(0) (and we assume x 6= 09). We get

0 =
1

2

[
q(0)

(1− 〈q〉)2 +

∫ x

0

dy
q̇(y)

λ2(y)

]
+ α

δ

δq(x)

∫ ∞

−∞
dh

∫ 1

0

dyq̇(y)P (y, h)
1

2

[
f ′′(y, h) + y (f ′(y, h))

2
]

(140)

and integrating by parts the last term we get

δ

δq(x)

∫ ∞

−∞
dh

∫ 1

0

dyq̇(y)P (y, h)
1

2

[
f ′′(y, h) + y (f ′(y, h))

2
]

= −
∫ ∞

−∞
dh

d

dx
P (x, h)

1

2

[
f ′′(x, h) + x (f ′(x, h))

2
] (141)

and using the flow equations for P and f we get

− 1

2

∫ ∞

−∞
dh

d

dx
P (x, h)

[
f ′′(x, h) + x (f ′(x, h))

2
]

= −1

2

∫ ∞

−∞
dhP (x, h)

[
q̇(x)

2

(
∂2h + 2xf ′(x, h)∂h

)
+

d

dx

] [
f ′′(x, h) + x (f ′(x, h))

2
]

= −1

2

∫ ∞

−∞
dhP (x, h) (f ′(x, h))

2

(142)

Therefore the final equation of motion is

q(0)

(1− 〈q〉)2 +

∫ x

0

dy
q̇(y)

λ2(y)
= α

∫ ∞

−∞
dhP (x, h) (f ′(x, h))

2
. (143)

It is quite simple to show that if we plug a replica symmetric profile where q(x) = q0 we get back the replica

symmetric saddle point equation (70). Indeed in this case both P and f do not evolve and are equal to their

boundary conditions.

5. Marginal stability

A consequence of the fullRSB equations is marginal stability. In order to show it we consider again Eq. (143);

since it is valid for all x ∈ [0, 1] we can take the derivative w.r.t. x of both right and left hand side to get

1

λ2(x)
q̇(x) = q̇(x)α

∫ ∞

−∞
dhP (x, h) (f ′′(x, h))

2
(144)

If q̇(x) > 0 then this equation reduces to

1

λ2(x)
= α

∫ ∞

−∞
dhP (x, h) (f ′′(x, h))

2
(145)

To understand the physical meaning of this relation we compute it on a replica symmetric solution. Note that

this is in principle forbidden due to the fact that for a replica symmetric solution q̇ = 0. However we get

1

(1− q)2 = α

∫ ∞

−∞

dh√
2πq

e−(h+σ)
2/(2q)

(
∂2

∂h2
ln Θ

[
h√

2(1− q)

])2

. (146)

9 The equation for x = 0 can be obtained from the limit x → 0 [88].
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FIG. 15: The scketch of the evolution of q(x) approaching the replica symmetry breaking transition from the broken

phase.

This equation is satisfied on the replica symmetric solution exactly at the replica symmetry breaking transition

point due to Eq. (111). Why this is so? Let us consider a point in the phase diagram that is in the replica

symmetry broken region. Then we try to track the evolution of the overlap profile q(x) when we move from this

point towards the replica symmetry breaking transition point. In this way, approaching the de Almeida-Thouless

line from the broken phase we have that q(x) evolves as represented in Fig. (15). Therefore one typically has an

interval for x where Eq. (145) is satisfied. Of course one can expect that both P and f evolve smoothly when

approaching the RSB transition and therefore they converge to their RS expression. This means that exactly

at x = x∗, represented in Fig. (15) Eq. (145) holds.

Therefore if one has the fullRSB equations, it is quite easy to get where the replica symmetric solution is

stable. On top of that, Eq. (145) has a deep physical meaning. One can show that it implies that the fullRSB

solution is marginally stable. As we did for the replica symmetric saddle point, we can compute the stability

operator coming from a fullRSB solution. This has been done in the context of the Sherrington-Kirkpatrick

model close to the replica symmetry breaking transition line [77] and deep in the broken phase [89–92] .

Following this line of reasoning we can compute the derivative w.r.t. x of Eq. (145). We get

xq̇(x) = q̇(x)
λ(x)

2

∫∞
−∞ dhP (x, h) (f ′′′(x, h))

2

∫∞
−∞ dhP (x, h) (f ′′(x, h))

2
(1 + λ(x)f ′(x, h))

(147)

Again, if x is in an interval where q̇(x) > 0 we can reduce this equation to

x =
λ(x)

2

∫∞
−∞ dhP (x, h) (f ′′′(x, h))

2

∫∞
−∞ dhP (x, h) (f ′′(x, h))

2
(1 + λ(x)f ′(x, h))

. (148)

Following the evolution of this equation coming from the RSB phase to the RS one, we get that on the replica

symmetry breaking transition line the breaking point of q(x) is given by

x∗ =
1− q

2

∫∞
−∞

dh√
2πq

e−(h+σ)
2/(2q)

[
∂3

∂h3 ln Θ

[
h√

2(1−q)

]]2

∫∞
−∞

dh√
2πq

e−(h+σ)2/(2q)
[
∂2

∂h2 ln Θ

[
h√

2(1−q)

]]2 [
1+(1−q)∂2

∂h2 ln Θ

[
h√

2(1−q)

]] (149)
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We will see that Eq. (148) is crucial to study the critical behavior at the jamming transition.

6. The final phase diagram

We want to close this section by review the phase diagram that can be deduced from the fullRSB equations.

Here we will not derive it but the interested reader can look at [46] for the detailed computation. The phase

diagram is sketched in Fig. (16).

The red lines separate the replica symmetric phase from the region where replica symmetry is broken. Clearly

we see that for σ > 0 replica symmetry is unbroken, while for σ < 0 the jamming transition line obtained from

the replica symmetry breaking solution is wrong. Therefore the jamming transition in the non-convex regime

is described by a fullRSB solution.

For σ < 0 there are additional phase transition lines. Indeed for σ < σ1RSB the replica symmetry breaking

transition is towards a 1RSB stable phase and only when the blue line is crossed the 1RSB solution evolves

towards a fullRSB one. The blue line is also called the Gardner transition.

For σ < σRFOT something new happens. Indeed one realizes that the zero temperature partition function is

dominated by solutions with non-zero complexity Σ(s). These solutions belong to stable (in the RSB sense)

clusters with finite complexity and finite internal entropy s. Therefore here the space of solution looks really like

what we discuss in the case of coloring and hard spheres. The green line corresponds to the dynamical transition

while the dark red line corresponds to the condensation transition where the zero temperature Boltzmann

measure is dominated by a sub-exponential number of clusters. Increasing the fraction of constraints α the

stable 1RSB ground states undergo a Gardner transition where they split into a fullRSB structure of states.

This transition is therefore analogous to what happens in hard spheres upon compression.

IV. THE JAMMING TRANSITION

In this section we investigate the behavior of the fullRSB equations close to the SAT/UNSAT transition.

What we will show is that these equations develops a scaling regime characterized by a set of critical exponents

that we will compute. In order to do that it is useful to rewrite the saddle point fullRSB equations in terms of

the inverse function of q(x) namely x(q). We will suppose that q ∈ [qm, qEA] and correspondingly x ∈ [xm;xM ].

The saddle point equations are





ḟ(q, h) = − 1
2

[
f ′′(q, h) + x(q) (f ′(q, h))

2
]

f(qEA, h) = ln γ1−qEA ? θ(h) = ln Θ

[
h√

2(1−qEA)

]

{
Ṗ (q, h) = 1

2

[
P ′′(q, h)− 2x (f ′(q, h)P (q, h))

′]

P (qm, h) = 1√
2πqm

e−(h+σ)
2/(2qm)

qm
(1− 〈q〉)2 +

∫ q

qm

dp

λ2(p)
= α

∫ ∞

−∞
dhP (q, h) (f ′(q, h))

2

λ(q) = 1− qEA +

∫ qEA

q

dp x(p)

(150)
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FIG. 16: The phase diagram of the spherical random perceptron. This is a sketch of the phase diagram obtained in [46].

Finally marginal stability implies that

1

λ2(q)
= α

∫ ∞

−∞
dhP (q, h) (f ′′(q, h))

2

x(q) =
λ(q)

2

∫∞
−∞ dhP (q, h) (f ′′′(q, h))

2

∫∞
−∞ dhP (q, h) (f ′′(q, h))

2
(1 + λ(q)f ′(q, h))

.

(151)

The jamming limit is reached when qEA → 1 which means that the size of the innermost clusters of states goes

to zero. Therefore we need to understand how these equations behave when qEA → 1.

We introduce a parameter ε that denotes the distance form the jamming line: it could be |σ − σJ | if the

transition is approached when α is kept fixed or |α− αJ | in the opposite case.

We assume that when approaching jamming we have

qEA = 1− εκ (152)

and κ is a critical exponent that we will compute. We then define a set of scaling variables and functions:

y(q) =
x(q)

ε

f̂(q, h) = εf(q, h)

λ̂(q) =
λ(q)

ε

(153)
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In this way y(q) ∈ [0, 1/ε] and q ∈ [qm, qEA] → [qm, 1]. The scaling solution will emerge in the regime where

q → 1. Using Eq. (152) we can also write that for q → 1 we have

y(q) ' y(1− q)−1/κ . (154)

and y is a constant.

Before entering into the description of the scaling equations we want to discuss the physical meaning of

Eq. (152) through a parralel in what happens in Hard Spheres.

First we would like to underline again that qEA is the innermost overlap and therefore it is the typical overlap

between two solutions that belong to the same innermost cluster.

In the case of Hard Spheres, as we discussed in the first section, the order parameter is the mean square

displacement ∆ab between different configurations. When solved in the high dimensional limit [27], this order

parameter becomes a Parisi function ∆(x) and therefore we denote ∆(1) = ∆EA. If we monitor the time

evolution of the MSD in the glass phase the long time limit is given by Eq. (5). What dynamics is doing is

to sample the space of solutions of the packing problem and therefore starting from a solution it will sample

solutions that belong to the same cluster. Therefore the plateau of the MSD that is given by ∆EA has the same

physical meaning of qEA. When approaching jamming ∆EA shrinks to zero due to the fact that the compression

reduces the space available for the vibrations of the spheres. Therefore one expects ∆EA ∼ p−κ being p the

pressure. It turns out that the exponent κ here has not only the same physical meaning of the one appearing

in Eq. (152) but it takes also the same numerical value due to the emerge of universality.

A. Scaling equations close to the jamming line

In order to derive the scaling equations in the jamming limit we start from the flow equation for f(q, h) and

then turn to the analysis of the equation for P (q, h). The analysis will closely follow [27, 45, 46].

1. The flow equation for f(q, h)

The boundary condition for the Parisi equation for f(q, h) is given by

f(qEA, h) = ln γ1−qEA ? θ(h) = ln Θ

[
h√

2(1− qEA)

]
=

{
0 h→∞
− h2

2(1−qEA) h→ −∞ (155)

We first show that the first equation of (150) has an asymptotic solution of the following form

f(q, h) =

{
0 h→∞
− h2

2λ(q) h→ −∞ .
(156)

This ansatz is compatible with Eq. (155). Moreover, the h→∞ limit is a trivial solution for the flow equation

for f . Instead for h→ −∞ we have

ḟ(q, h) ' − x(q)

2λ2(q)
h2 (157)

while

−1

2

[
f ′′(q, h) + x (f ′(q, h))

2
]

= −1

2

[
− 1

α(q)
x(q)

h2

λ2(q)

]
' − x(q)

2λ2(q)
h2 h→ −∞ (158)
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and therefore for h→ −∞ the flow equation for f solved by Eq. (156). We now define

m(q, h) = λ(q)f ′(q, h) (159)

that satisfies the flow equation

ṁ(q, h) = −1

2
m′′(q, h)− y(q)

λ̂(q)
m(q, h) [1 +m′(q, h)] . (160)

Using Eq. (156) the boundary conditions for this equation are given by

m(q, h) =

{
−h h→ −∞
0 h→∞ (161)

Next we analyze the ratio y(q)/λ̂(q) in the jamming limit of q → 1. We have

υ(q)

λ(q)
=
λ(q)

ε
= εκ−1 +

∫ qEA

q

dp y(p) ' y(1− q)−1/κ

εκ−1
(

1− y κ
κ−1

)
+ y κ

κ−1 (1− q)(κ−1)/κ
(162)

and therefore in the scaling region where 1− q � εκ we have

y(q)

λ̂(q)
' k − 1

k

1

1− q . (163)

At this point we consider the following scaling ansatz for m(q, h) in the limit q → 1

m(q, h) = −
√

1− q M
(

h√
1− q

)
M(t→∞) = 0 M(t→ −∞) ' t (164)

Plugging this ansatz in Eq. (160) and using Eq. (163) we get

M(t)− tM′(t) =M′′(t) + 2
κ− 1

κ
M(t) (1−M′(t)) (165)

Therefore, having fixed κ, this equation admits a unique solution for the scaling function M(t) satisfying the

boundary conditions of Eq. (164).

2. The flow equation for P (q, h)

We now turn to the study of the flow equation for P (q, h). In this case the boundary condition is

P (qm, h) = γqm(h+ σ) . (166)

As we have done in the case of f(q, h) we want to consider the limiting behavior for h→ ±∞. For h→∞ we

can use the fact that f(q, h)→ 0 and we have

Ṗ (q, h) ' −1

2
P ′′(q, h) (167)

which is solved by

P (q, h)γq(h+ σ) h→∞ . (168)
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For h→ −∞ the flow equation becomes

Ṗ (q, h) =
1

2

[
P ′′(q, h) + 2

y(q)

λ̂(q)
(P ′(q, h)h+ P (q, h))

]
(169)

and we have used f(q, h) ' −h2/(2λ(q)). Using again Eq. (163) we can show that

P (q, h) ∼
√
D(q)e−D(q)h2

(170)

is a solution of Eq. (169) if D(q) satisfies the following equation

Ḋ(q) = −2D2(q) + 2D(q)
κ− 1

κ

1

1− q . (171)

If κ < 2 (as we will see) we get that

D(q) = D(1− q)−2(κ−1)/κ (172)

Thus for q → 1 we get that

P (q, h) =

{
(1− q)(1−κ)/κP−(h(1− q)(1−κ)/κ) h ∼ −(1− q)−(1−κ)/κ
P+(h) h� √1− q (173)

Therefore there should be a matching scaling regime that links the scaling function P− to P+. We therefore

conjecture that the scaling solution for P when q → 1 is

P (q, h) =





(1− q)(1−κ)/κP−(h(1− q)(1−κ)/κ) h ∼ −(1− q)−(1−κ)/κ
(1− q)−a/κP0(h(1− q)−1/2) |h| ∼ √1− q
P+(h) h� √1− q

(174)

where a is a scaling exponent. The scaling regime in between has as scaling variable t = h/
√

1− q that coincides

with the scaling variable entering in Eq. (165). Indeed this choice gives a non-trivial scaling equation for P0.

The three scaling regime should match and therefore the three scaling functions P−, P0 and P+ should match.

For h < 0 if we suppose that

P−(t) ∼ |t|θ t→ 0−

P
(
0t) ∼ |t|θ t→ −∞ (175)

we get that θ = (2(1− κ+ a)) /(κ− 2) . Instead for h > 0 we assume that

P
(
0t) ∼ t−γ t→∞
P+(t) ∼ t−γ t→ 0+

(176)

and we obtain that γ = 2a/κ. Plugging the scaling ansatz of Eq. (174) inside the flow equation we get a scaling

equation for P0 given by

a

κ
P0(t) +

1

2
tP 0(t) =

1

2
P ′′0 (t) +

k − 1

k
(P0(t)M(t))

′

P0(t→ −∞) ∼ |t|(2(1−κ+a))/(κ−2) P0(t→∞) ∼ t−2a/κ
(177)

Having fixed κ, and having computed M(t) as the solution of the scaling equation (165), Eq. (177) admits

only one solution for P0(t) satisfying both boundary condition at a unique value of a = a(κ).
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3. Fixing the exponent κ

The exponent κ can be fixed finally by Eq. (151). Indeed for q → 1 it becomes

κ− 1

κ
=

1

2

∫∞
−∞ dtP0(t) (M′′(t))2

∫∞
−∞ dtP0(t) (M′(t))2 (1 +M′(t))

. (178)

The numerical solution of these equations gives κ = 1.4157 . . .. The corresponding value of a is a = 0.2921 . . ..

B. Critical exponents of the jamming transition: universality

We have already discussed the physical meaning of the exponent κ. The exponent γ is connected with the

distribution of gaps at jamming. Having a solution of the CSP at jamming, one can look at the distribution of

positive gaps hµ > 0. It can be shown that [27, 46]

g(h) ∼ h−γ h→ 0+ . (179)

Furthermore the exponent θ is connected to the behavior of the distribution of forces at jamming. Indeed

one can think about approaching the jamming transition form the jammed phase. In this case there is a finite

fraction of negative gaps hµ < 0. Negative gaps are also called forces because in the context of jammed packings

of harmonic soft spheres they represent the forces between overlapping spheres. It turns out that the distribution

of forces behaves as

P (f) ∼ fθ f → 0+ . (180)

Finally one can show that in the scaling limit the first equation of (151) imply that at jamming the packings

are isostatic and therefore the isostaticity index c is equal to 1. All this phenomenology is analogous to the

jamming behavior of hard sphere packings and the scaling equations arising for the perceptron that fix the

scaling exponents are the same as the ones arising for hard spheres in infinite dimension. Therefore the two

problems are in the same universality class.

1. Back to Hard Spheres: scaling relation between critical exponents

It turns out that within the numerical precision

a = 1− κ

2
(181)

which is therefore a scaling relation between the two critical exponents. When expressed in terms of the physical

critical exponents, this implies

γ =
1

2 + θ
. (182)

This scaling relation has been derived firstly in the context of hard spheres by M. Wyart in [14, 16]. The same

argument to obtain it can be translated in the context of the perceptron [45]. However here we will reproduce

the original one for hard spheres.

The way to obtain Eq. (182) is a stability argument. Mutatis mutandis it is an argument in the same spirit

as the same argument which gives a linear pseudogap in the distribution of frozen fields at zero temperature in

the Sherrington-Kirkpatrick model [16, 93].
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Let us consider a jammed packing of hard spheres. We assume the packing to be isostatic and therefore

mechanically stable. Let us consider what happens when a dipolar force F is applied to two spheres in contact.

If the dipolar force is equal to the force that the two spheres are doing one onto the other, the two spheres

will separate by a given amount l and the system will collectively flow along a floppy mode. A floppy mode is

a collective displacement of the spheres in which all spheres in contact (apart the two affected by the dipolar

force) stay in contact and therefore they just slide one onto the other. In this way we have

p∆V ' Fl − CNl2 (183)

where p is the (constant) pressure, ∆V is the variation of the volume induced by the flow of the system and C is

a constant. N is the system size. If l > l∗ = F/(CN) the system flows towards a more compact configuration.

The smallest l∗ is obtained considering the contacts that carry the smallest forces. The smallest force can

be estimated assuming that the distribution of contact forces is given by Eq. (180) and it is of the order of

Fmin ∼ N1/(1+θ). Therefore the minimal gap beyond which the packing is destabilized is l∗min ∼ N−θ/(1+θ).

However when the system is flowing along the floppy mode and the gap l is opening between the two spheres,

it could be that a new contact is formed somewhere in the system thus restoring isostaticity and blocking the

flow. In order to estimate when this happens, one can assume that the typical l at which a new contact is

formed is of the order of the minimal gap between non-touching spheres. This can be estimated by assuming

Eq. (179) and is given by hmin ∼ N−1/(1+γ). The stability of the packing requires that l∗min ≥ hmin which gives

γ ≥ 1/(2 + θ).

In the last years, an extensive amount of numerical simulations on the critical properties of jammed packings

of hard spheres in finite dimension has been performed. It turns out that the critical exponents of the jamming

transition are extremely robust and do not display any apparent dimensional dependence10 and the infinite

dimensional solution of the hard sphere model (whose critical exponents coincide with the ones of the perceptron)

seem to agree with the numerical simulations in three dimensions. The reason why mean field theory gives so

good and nontrivial predictions in three dimensions is currently under investigation and it is an open problem

in the field. Finally, numerically it is found that the stability bound between the exponent γ and θ that was

derived in [14] is saturated. This means that amorphous packings are on the verge of being destabilized and

therefore are said to be marginally stable. It is very interesting to note that these properties, both the scaling

relations and the isostaticity of jammed packings, is deeply related to the marginal stability of the fullRSB

solution and to replica symmetry breaking.

V. THE TAP APPROACH TO THE SPHERICAL RANDOM PERCEPTRON

In this section we discuss the Thouless-Anderson-Palmer (TAP) approach to the random spherical perceptron.

The plan of this section will be to derive the TAP equations from the Belief Propagation (BP) equations and

show that the replica symmetric result can be recovered.

The TAP approach for the perceptron was first developed by M. Mézard in [51, 95] using the cavity method

and in [96] for the case of spherical variables using a large N expansion. Here we will not reproduce these

computations but we will closely follow an alternative way that has been reviewed in [97].

10 This statement is not completely true. The exponent that characterize the small force behavior is indeed dimensional dependent
but because of simple geometric reasons. Indeed it is dominated by bucklers, spheres with d + 1 contacts whose density vanishes
in the high dimensional limit. Once these spheres are removed from the statistical analysis of contact forces, one recovers the
mean field critical exponent [94].
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FIG. 17: a) The factor graph for a model with pairwise interaction with the topology of a tree. b) The same as a) but

with multispin interaction.

In order to do that we will first derive the belief propagation equations and then we will apply them to the

spherical random perceptron.

A. The belief propagation equations

Let us consider a statistical mechanics model defined with a set of variables {xi}i=1,...,N and whose topology

is a tree as in Fig. (17.a). By this we mean that the partition function can be written as

Z =

∫

RN
dx

[
N∏

i=1

fS(xi)

]
∏

i∼j
fL(xi, xj)


 . (184)

The term fS(xi) takes into account for a local field-like term on the variables while the second product runs

over i ∼ j where i and j are nearest neighbors on the tree.

Let us consider what happens if we remove the link connecting the site i with the site j from the tree. In this

case the lattice becomes disconnected. Therefore one can introduce the marginal probability distribution of the

variable xi when the link between i and j is removed. We denote this probability distribution as mi→j(xi).

Let us now look at the sub-tree that contains the variable i. We can consider the sub-trees obtained by

removing the links i ∼ k being k a site connected to i. In this case we denote the probability distribution

mk→i(xk) as the marginals of the spins xk when the links i ∼ k are removed. It is very easy to write mi→j(xi)

as a function of mk→i(xk). Indeed we have

mi→j(xi) =
fS(xi)

zi→j

∏

k∈∂i\j

∫
dxkmk→i(xk)fL(xi, xk) (185)

and the notation k ∈ ∂i\j runs over all sites k that are connected to i but neglecting j. This equation can be

explained in the following way:
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• fS(xi) is the probability (apart from a normalization factor) that if the spin xi is isolated it is equal to xi.

• fL(xi, xj) is the probability (apart from a normalization factor) that if the spin k is fixed to xk then the

spin i is equal to xi.

Therefore Eq. (185) can be just seen as the composition law for probabilities and therefore zi→j is just a

normalization constant.

Eq. (185) holds for a model in which the interactions are pairwise. As we have seen instead, the perceptron

is defined on a bipartite factor graph. Therefore let us consider a model defined on a tree factor graph as in

Fig. (17.b). The partition function can be written as

Z =

∫

RN
dx

[
N∏

i=1

fS(xi)

][∏

µ

fC(xµ)

]
(186)

where xµ = {xk}k∈∂µ is the set of variables that enter in the check (or interaction node) µ. It is quite straight-

forward to generalize the BP equations to this case. Indeed, defining mi→µ(xi) as the marginal probability

distribution of the variable i once the interaction µ is cut out, we have

mi→µ(xi) =
fS(xi)

z̃i→µ

∏

ν∈∂i\µ

∫ 
 ∏

j∈∂ν\i
dxjmj→ν(xj)


 fC(xν) (187)

This equation can be simplified defining

m̃ν→i(xi) =
1

zν→i

∫ 
 ∏

j∈∂ν\i
dxjmj→ν(xj)


 fC(xν) (188)

and it becomes

mi→µ(xi) =
fS(xi)

zi→µ

∏

ν∈∂i\µ
mν→i(xi) . (189)

The constants zν→i and zi→µ are just normalization constant so that the ms and m̃s are normalized to one.

Eqs. (188) and (189) are thus the belief propagation equations for a bipartite factor graph.

The BP equations are strictly valid on factor graphs that are trees and they can be proven by doing the

construction we have done but starting from the leaves of the graph and going through it up to the bulk.

However it can be shown that the BP equations can be used also in other two remarkable cases

• locally tree-like factor graphs in the large size limit : this is the case of factor graphs with the topology of

random regular graphs or Erdös-Renyi graphs described in Sec.1. In this case it can be shown that such

random graphs, in the thermodynamic limit are locally tree like being the loops of size lnN . Statistical

mechanics model can be analyzed even rigorously on these topologies [98, 99].

• fully connected models: these are models where each variable enters in all interaction nodes of the factor

graph but its contribution to the interaction term is small and tends to zero with the system size. The

random perceptron model we are defining here belongs to this class. Indeed each variable enters in each

constraint µ through a coupling Wµ
i ≡ ξµi /

√
N which is of order 1/

√
N . Therefore in this case, removing

one link in the graph as we do in the BP construction is a small perturbation.
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Before entering into the application of the BP equations to the case of the spherical random perceptron we

want to show how to compute the magnetizations and variances of single variables using this method. Thus let

us consider

〈xi〉 =

∫
dximi(xi) (190)

where mi(xi) is the real marginal of the spin i when no link is removed from the graph. mi(xi) can be easily

computed using the cavity marginals mi→µ. Indeed we have

mi(xi) =
fS(xi)

z̃i

∏

ν∈∂i

∫ 
 ∏

j∈∂ν\i
dxjmj→ν(xj)


 fC(xν) ≡ fS(xi)

zi

∏

ν∈∂i
mi→µ(xi) (191)

We now write Eqs. (188) and (189) in the case of the spherical perceptron. The partition function is

Zξ =

∫
DX

M∏

µ=1

e−βv(hµ) . (192)

In order to write the BP equations we need to have independent variables xi. Instead in our case the variables

are coupled with a global spherical constraint that is contained in the measure DX. In order to avoid this

problem we introduce a Lagrange multiplier λ so that

Zξ ∝
∫

RN
dX

[
N∏

i=1

e−
λ
2 x

2
i

][
M∏

µ=1

e−βv(hµ)
]

(193)

and λ is fixed a posteriori in order to enforce the spherical constraint. At this point the partition function is

the same form as Eq. (186). Therefore we can easily write the BP equations that are

mi→µ(xi) ∼ e−λx
2
i /2

∏

ν( 6=µ)
m̃ν→i(xi)

m̃ν→i(xi) ∼
∫ 
 ∏

k( 6=i)
dxkmk→ν(xk)


 e−βv(hν) hν = W ν ·X − σ ≡ zν − σ

(194)

and we have defined zµ = Wµ · X. Note that in writing Eqs. (194) we have explicitly used the fact that the

factor graph is fully connected and we have neglected the normalization constants that will not be important

for what follows.

B. Gaussian parametrization of BP marginals and relaxed-BP algorithm

It turns out that fully connected models are characterized only by the local magnetizations and variances of

the variables [35]. This is due to the fact that the interactions between the dynamical variables are given in

terms of sum of a very large number of terms and therefore the central limit theorem can be applied. Therefore

we consider the following ansatz

mk→ν(xk) ∼ e−
(xk−ak→ν )2

2vk→ν . (195)

By definition we have

ai→µ =

∫
dximi→µ(xi)xi vi→µ =

∫
dximi→µ(xi)xi − a2i→µ . (196)



D
ra

ft
51

Plugging this ansatz inside the second equation of Eqs. (194) we get

m̃ν→i(xi) ∼ e−Aν→ix
2
i /2+Bν→ixi (197)

where

Aν→i = −(W ν
i )2∂ωR (ων→i, Vν→i)

Bν→i = W ν
i R (ων→i, Vν→i)

(198)

and we have used the shorthand notation ∂ωR (ων→i, Vν→i) ≡ ∂ων→iR (ων→i, Vν→i). The function R(ω, V ) is

defined as

R(ω, V ) =
1

V

∫
dze−βv(z−σ)−

1
2V (z−ω)2(z − ω)∫

dze−βv(z−σ)−
1

2V (z−ω)2 (199)

Therefore we have

∏

ν( 6=µ)
m̃ν→i(xi) ∼ e−

(xi−Ti→µ)2

2σ̂i→µ

σ̂i→µ =


 ∑

ν( 6=µ)
Aν→i



−1

Ti→µ = σ̂i→µ
∑

ν( 6=µ)
Bν→i

(200)

and plugging this inside the first equation of (194) we get

mi→µ(xi) ∼ e−λx
2
i /2e

− (xi−Ti→µ)2

2σ̂i→µ (201)

We can use this expression to close the equations. Indeed using Eq. (196) we get

ai→µ =

∫
dxi ximi→µ(xi) = fa(σ̂i→µ, Ti→µ)

vi→µ =

∫
dxi x

2
imi→µ(xi)− a2i→µ = σ̂i→µ∂T fa(σ̂i→µ, Ti→µ) .

(202)

where the function fa(σ̂, T ) is given by

fa(σ̂, T ) =

∫
dx e−λx

2
i /2−

(x−T )2

2σ̂ x
∫

dx e−λx
2
i /2−

(x−T )2

2σ̂

=
T

1 + λσ̂
(203)

Eqs. (198), (200) and (202) can be used as an iterative algorithm that is called relaxed-BP11. One starts with an

initial set of {ai→µ} and {vi→µ} and iterates the equations up to convergence. The algorithm always converges

to a unique fixed point in the replica symmetric phase and we will not discuss what happens in the RSB phase.

Once the algorithm has converged to a fixed point one can evaluate the effective magnetization and variance of

each variable using Eq. (191). In this way we have

ai = 〈xi〉 = fa(σ̂i, Ti) vi = 〈(xi − 〈xi〉)2〉 = σ̂i∂T fa(σ̂i, Ti)

σ̂i = −
[∑

ν

Aν→i

]−1
Ti = σ̂i

∑

ν

Bν→i .
(204)

11 The term relaxed comes from the fact that we have relaxed the functional dependence of the BP equations to Gaussian functions.
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Therefore iterating the relaxed-BP algorithm one has access to magnetizations and variances. It is important

to note that these equations hold for a fixed disorder realization. This represents a difference with respect to

the replica method which gives the results of the average over different realizations of the {Wµ}.

C. TAPyification

The relaxed-BP algorithm involves order N2 variables that enter in the iterative equations and which live on

the links between variables xi and check nodes. This algorithm can be further simplified using only order N

variables which is extremely important from a computational point of view. In order to do that let us consider

ωµ→i =
∑

k(6=i)
Wµ
k ak→µ = ωµ −Wµ

i ai→µ ωµ =

N∑

k=1

Wµ
k ak→µ (205)

The term Wµ
i ai→µ is of order 1/

√
N and therefore is a small perturbation. We will track it through the iterative

equations using perturbation theory. We first have that

Vµ→i =
∑

k(6=i)
(Wµ

i )
2
vk→µ ' Vµ ≡

∑

k

(Wµ
i )

2
vk→µ (206)

since the correction is of the order of 1/N .

We next consider Eqs. (198). We get

Aµ→i = − (Wµ
i )

2
∂ωR(ωµ→i, Vµ→i) ' − (Wµ

i )
2
∂ωR(ωµ, Vµ)

Bµ→i = Wµ
i R(ωµ→i, Vµ→i) 'Wµ

i R(ωµ, Vµ)− (Wµ
i )

2
ai→µ∂ωR(ωµ, Vµ)

(207)

and since

ai = fa(σ̂i, Ti)

vi = σ̂i∂T fa(σ̂i, Ti)
(208)

we have

σ̂i =

M∑

µ=1

Aµ→i ' −
[
M∑

µ=1

(Wµ
i )

2R(ωµ, Vµ)

]−1

T̂i = σ̂i

M∑

µ=1

Bν→i ' σi
[∑

µ

Wµ
i R(ωµ, Vµ)−

M∑

µ=1

ai→µ (Wµ
i )

2
∂ωR(ωµ, Vµ)

]
.

(209)

At this point we take back the equations for ai→µ and vi→µ. We have

ai→µ = fa (σ̂i→µ, Ti→µ) ' fa (σ̂i, Ti − σ̂iBµ→i) ' fa(σ̂i, Ti)− σ̂iBµ→i∂T fa(σ̂i, Ti)

' ai − viWµ
i R(ωµ, Vµ)

vi→µ ' vi = σ̂i∂T fa(σ̂i, Ti) .

(210)

Therefore we have

ωµ =

N∑

k=1

Wµ
k ak→µ '

N∑

k=1

Wµ
k ak −

N∑

k=1

(Wµ
k )2vkR(ωµ, Vµ) =

N∑

k=1

Wµ
k ak − VµR(ωµ, Vµ)

Vµ =

N∑

k=1

(Wµ
k )2vk .

(211)
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Eqs. (207), (208), (209) and (211) represent the generalized -AMP algorithm12. This algorithm can be further

simplified. Indeed one has that in the thermodynamic limit (Wµ
i )2 ' 1/N and therefore Vµ = V and σ̂i = σ̂

are constants. We next assume to be in the SAT phase so that

R(ω, V ) = ∂ω ln Θ

[
ω − σ√

2V

]
. (212)

The new equations are the TAP equations

ωµ =

N∑

k=1

Wµ
k ak − VR(ωµ, V ) Ti = σ̂

[
M∑

µ=1

Wµ
i R(ωµ, V )− ai

N

M∑

µ=1

∂ωR(ωµ, V )

]

ai =
Ti

1 + λσ̂
σ̂−1 = − 1

N

M∑

µ=1

R(ωµ, V ) V =
σ̂

1 + λσ̂

(213)

These equations can be implemented as an algorithm to extract local magnetizations13 and therefore it is very

powerful in applications such as machine learning and inference. Eqs. (213) depend on the Lagrange multiplier

λ. This must be fixed by enforcing the spherical constraint and therefore we have

V =
1

N

N∑

i=1

vi =
1

N

N∑

i=1

(
〈x2i 〉 − 〈xi〉2

)
= 1− 1

N

N∑

i=1

a2i = 1− q (214)

where we have denoted with q the overlap

q =
1

N

N∑

i=1

a2i . (215)

D. Getting back the replica results

Starting from Eqs. (213) we want to recover the results that we have obtained through the replica method.

First of all, using that V = 1− q we have that

qi =
1− q
σ̂

Ti (216)

and therefore

q =
1

N

∑
i = 1Na2i =

(1− q)2
σ̂2

1

N

N∑

i=1

T 2
i . (217)

Furthermore we have

T 2
i ' σ̂2

[
M∑

µ=1

Wµ
i R(ωµ, V )

]2
' σ̂2 1

N

M∑

µ=1

R2(ωµ, V ) (218)

12 AMP stands for Approximate Message Passing. This algorithm was first applied to compressed sensing in [100] and further
developed in [101]. The way in which we have derived it closely follows [97].

13 In order to do that there is an important point regarding the iteration procedure and the associated time indices that must be
taken into account in order to have convergence. This was underlined in [102, 103] and we will not discuss this point but the
interested reader can look at [97] for a review.
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so that

q

(1− q)2 =
1

N

M∑

µ=1

R2(ωµ, V ) (219)

Taking back the equation for ωµ we can easily see that ωµ converges in the large N limit to a Gaussian variable

with zero mean and variance q. Therefore

1

N

M∑

µ=1

R2(ωµ, V ) ' α
∫ ∞

−∞

dz√
2πq

e−z
2/(2q)R2(z, 1− q) (220)

and therefore the equation for q is given by

q

(1− q)2 = α

∫ ∞

−∞

dz√
2πq

e−z
2/(2q)R2(z, 1− q) . (221)

which is the replica symmetric saddle point equation. Therefore the TAP equations give the same result as the

replica approach at the replica symmetric level. The way in which we got back the RS result is known as the

State-Evolution analysis in computer science and machine learning [97].

VI. CONCLUSIONS

In this lectures we have introduced two main techniques to study the properties of glassy systems namely

the replica and cavity method. We have applied them to a model, the spherical random perceptron which is a

toy model for both CSP and glasses. We have studied its phase diagram and the phase transitions where the

model goes from a replica symmetric phase to regions where replica symmetry is broken. We have discussed

the physical meaning of replica symmetry breaking and we have shown that the jamming transition lies in a

so called marginal or fullRSB phase. Finally we have studied the critical behavior arising at jamming and we

have shown how to compute the critical exponents. In the last part of these notes we have reviewed the TAP

approach to this model and we have shown how it can be interpreted in an algorithmic way. Finally we have

shown how the two approaches give the same results in the replica symmetric phase.
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